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What is a Local Improvement? 

 A local improvement is a construction 
project which is undertaken near or 
adjacent to your property.  

 A project Council considers of greater 
benefit to an area within the municipality 
than to the whole municipality.

 A project to be paid for IN WHOLE or IN 
PART by a Local Improvement Tax Levy.



What are Considered Local 
Improvement Projects?

 Curb Crossing
 Alley Lighting
 Streetscaping
 Alley Renewal (Reconstruction or Resurfacing)
 Decorative Street Lighting
 Sidewalk Reconstruction

Property Owner Initiated:

City Initiated:
 50/50 cost share - Sidewalk Reconstruction 



Neighbourhoods with Sidewalk 
Replacement as a Local Improvement
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Neighbourhoods with Sidewalk 
Replacement as a Local Improvement



(50% Paid by City / 50% paid by Property owners)

 Dovercourt Neighbourhood

(Photo Courtesy of Dub Architects Ltd.)

50/50 “cost share” Sidewalk 
Reconstruction

– neighbourhood renewal 
planned for: 2012 & 2013

 Dovercourt Neighbourhood
(City with property owners)
– sidewalk reconstruction 
also planned for: 2012 & 
2013



Decorative Lighting Local 
Improvement

 Proposed for:

Dovercourt Nhbd.

(Property owner initiated)
– upgrade planned for: 2012



 via:

Expression of 
Interest.

Decorative Lighting Local 
Improvement



Expression of Interest support for the Local Improvement 
for Dovercourt Nhbd.

Decorative Lighting Local 
Improvement



Assessment Length –
Frontage?

 Frontage assessable length is  the shorter side of the lot

 The orientation of the house on the lot does not impact the 
Frontage calculation



Assessment Length –
For Pie or Odd Shaped Lots?

 For Odd Shaped Lots, Local 
Improvement will be assessed as 
follow: 

Assessed Length =  (Front + Rear Dimension)
2

Note: This average may not be more than 2 times the 
front parcel dimension



Rates  - 50/50 Cost Share
Local Improvement for Sidewalks

 Current 2012 & 2013 Local Improvement 
rates are as follows:
 OPTION 1: (Cash Cost) $162.68/m
 OPTION 2: (Amortization over 20 yrs) $11.75/m

 Typical 50ft (or 15.24m) of frontage: 
 $2,479.24 (Cash Cost) 
 $179.07 (Yearly rate over 20 years)



Decorative Lighting Cost

 Dovercourt Decorative Pole Selection:
 Black - Fluted Poles with the Heritage Arm

 2012 & 2013 Decorative Lighting rates are:
 OPTION 1: (Cash Cost) $18.62/m
 OPTION 2: (Amortization over 15 yrs) $1.61/m

 Typical 50ft (or 15.24m) of frontage: 
 $ 283.77 (Cash Cost) 
 $ 24.54 (Yearly rate over 15 years)

Rutherford area:119 St SW, S of Ellerslie Rd



Defeated Local Improvement

BEFORE



Defeated Sidewalk Local Improvement
Maintenance Only – ASPHALT PATCHING



Defeated Sidewalk Local Improvement
Maintenance Only – GRINDING



Defeated Sidewalk Local Improvement
Maintenance Only – MUD JACKING



 Petition Against - SUCCEEDS   
(More than 50% protest)
- City will pay 100% of cost to rebuild 
lighting to the current standards.

Defeated Decorative Lighting
Local Improvement

Maintain current lighting style 
– GALVANIZED STEEL LIGHTS



Local Improvement
Notices

 Package includes:

 INVITATION
 Notice
 Petition Form
 Affidavit of 

Execution 
 Local Improvement 

Project Map
 Neighbourhood 

Renewal Brochure
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Local Improvement
Notices

 Package includes:

 Invitation

 NOTICE for 
Decorative Lighting

 Petition Form
 Affidavit of Execution 
 Local Improvement Project 

Map
 Neighbourhood Renewal 

Brochure

Project # 69
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Local Improvement
Notices

 Package includes:

 Invitation
 Notice
 Petition Form
 Affidavit of Execution
 Local improvement project 

map

 NEIGHBOURHOOD 
RENEWAL 
BROCHURE



Summary of the
“Local Improvement Process”

 City Prepares Local Improvement Plan

 Notices Sent to Owners 

 Bylaw Prepared

 30-Day Petition Period

 Bylaw Passed by City Council

 Construction

 Local Improvement Tax Levy



Support for 50/50 Sidewalk Reconstruction 

Successful Sidewalk Local Improvement
Completed Renewal



Successful Decorative Lighting
Local Improvement
Completed Lighting Upgrade

Support for Decorative Lighting 
Local Improvement 



For More Information Contact:

Melinda Durand 
Neighbourhood Renewal, Roadways Construction
Transportation Services

Phone: 780-944-7663
E-mail: neighbourhoodrenewal@edmonton.ca


