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Background, Objectives & Methodology
The following provides background information on this study, outlining the primary purpose of the research 
and an overview of the methodology employed, establishing the context for the reported results. 
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Background and Objectives

Background

The City of Edmonton has various programs working together to meet the goals of Edmonton's Community Energy Transition Strategy and Action Plan and Climate Resilient Edmonton: 

Adaptation Strategy and Action Plan. 

The climate strategies aim to make Edmonton a more energy-efficient and climate-ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴǘ ŎƛǘȅΣ ōȅ ǊŜŘǳŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƎǊŜŜƴƘƻǳǎe gas emissions, conserving energy, promoting renewable 

energy generation, and taking measures to reduce climate risks through adapting to a changing climate. The support and participation of residents in various programs is essential to the 

success of these programs and ultimately to achieving the goals set out in the climate strategies. To market, target, and adapt these programs effectively, the City of Edmonton seeks to 

understand its audiences, their perceptions, motivations, and barriers to action. For this purpose, the City of Edmonton has commissioned research in past years, with the most recent 

iteration being an online survey from May to June 2026. The purpose of the current survey is to compare results to previous survey results in 2018-2025, and the baseline established in 

2017, facilitating an assessment of changes in awareness and perceptions, while also measuring the effectiveness of current messaging. 

Purpose and Objectives

To learn current behaviours and perceptionsΤ ǿƘŀǘ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘŜǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ /ƛǘȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΤ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ 9ŘƳƻƴǘƻƴƛŀƴǎΩ ƻǇƛƴƛƻƴǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ andenergy 

transition programs, including barriers to public participation; to measure current awareness and perceptions regarding the CityΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΤ ǘƻ ƎŀǳƎŜ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƳŀǊƪŜǘƛƴƎ 

campaign messages and images, and to catalogue how relevant attitudes, beliefs and behaviours have changed over time.
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Methodology

Mode

Online survey

Audience

Edmonton residents, 18 years of age or 

older

1,001 completed surveys

Data Collection Dates

May 22 ςJune 6, 2026

Average Completion Time

19 minutes

Sampling/Administration

Online survey using a general population online panel with contact records provided by The Logit 

Group. 

Weighting

Statistical weighting was applied such that the final results are reflective of the actual age, gender 

and region (i.e., quadrant) proportions of the Edmonton population. Such statistical weighting is a 

ŎƻƳƳƻƴǇƭŀŎŜ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ƛƴ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘǊǳŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ 9ŘƳƻƴǘƻƴΩǎ 

population used in the weighting were derived from the 2021 Census of Canada parameters, allowing 

ǘƘŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ 9ŘƳƻƴǘƻƴΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇƛǾƻǘŀƭ ŘƛƳŜƴǎƛƻƴǎΦ

Margin of Error

As this is a general population non-probability online panel survey, it is not based on randomly 

selecting people from the entire Edmonton adult population, therefore a margin of error is not 

reported. Margins of error are applied in surveys where everyone in a group (for example, every adult 

in Edmonton) has an equal chance of being chosen.

Notes

Table references presented in the report refer to the detailed banner tables.
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Important Notes on Reading this Report

This iteration marks the tenth time the Climate Change and Energy Perceptions Report has been prepared for the City of Edmonton. As such, readers are reminded that the wording of 

many questions throughout this report has changed to varying degrees over the years of this tracking research study, shiftingto meet the evolving needs of the City. Changes to 

question wording are only noted in the report in the year in which the change occurred. To meet current needs, a small number of changes were made to the 2026 Climate Change and 

Energy Perceptions Surveyfrom the previous version, with adjustments made in the wording of selected questions, new questions being added, and old questions being removed. 

In addition, where any five-Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǎŎŀƭŜ όΨǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ŀƎǊŜŜΩ ǘƻ ΨǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ŘƛǎŀƎǊŜŜΩύ ƛǎ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀme graph, statements are listed or ordered top to bottom 

ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ŀ άǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ ŀƎǊŜŜέ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΣ ŦǊƻƳ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ǘƻ ƭƻǿŜǎǘΦ

With regards to the demographic analysis, language used is purposefully chosen to avoid an unnecessarily personal degree of specƛŦƛŎƛǘȅΦ Lƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊΣ άƘƛƎƘŜǊέ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ 

ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ƛƴŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜȄŎŜŜŘ ϷмллΣллл ŀƴƴǳŀƭƭȅΣ άƭƻǿŜǊέ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƻƳŜǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ϷслΣллл ŀƴƴǳŀƭƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ άmodŜǊŀǘŜέ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ 

two. 

Given the stability of results over time, only increases or decreases of 5 points or more over the past year are highlighted.

Document Overview
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Feelings Toward Climate Change 

Edmontonians continue to demonstrate steady and sustained concern about climate change, with roughly three-quarters (73%) expressing concern and a majority agreeing that immediate 

action is necessary (76%). Belief in human-driven climate change remains moderately strong, though neutral views are at their highest level in recent years, and about two-thirds (63%) 

report already adapting to its impacts. While six in ten residents (61%) say they want to do more and a similar proportion report taking action (62%), the desire to increase personal efforts 

has declined to its lowest point since 2017 (61%), suggesting a potential plateau in motivation. Approximately two-thirds (65%) believe their personal actions can help address climate 

change, while a larger majority (80%) believe collective action can reduce climate impacts, and two-thirds (63%) remain optimistic that it is not too late to act.

Support for climate-related policies is mixed. While there is agreement that the City of Edmonton should increase or maintain its efforts (67% combined) to address climate change, there is 

continued reluctance to support these initiatives through taxation, with only a minority willing to pay a levy (34% willing).Perceptions of climate solutions are evolving: agreement that 

electric vehicles are environmentally beneficial has increased (62%), and solar energy continues to be viewed positively (69%), though understanding of newer technologies such as heat 

pumps remains limited (41%-42%). Most residents also recognize the economic and employment implications of climate change.

Behaviourally, engagement in climate-resilient activities remains consistent but modest. Although nearly all residents report taking some form of climate-related action (aided question), and 

six in ten (60%) have adopted alternative behaviors such as changes in transportation (14%) or recycling (13%). Conversationsabout climate change are infrequent despite general comfort 

ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇƛŎΦ !ǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ ƻŦ άŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜέ ƛǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜƭȅ ƭƻǿΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƛƴ ǘŜƴ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ όом%) with the term and many unable to define it clearly.

Weather and Climate Change

Residents clearly perceive climate change as a present and tangible issue, with most believing it is already impacting local weather patterns as well as individual health and well-being. These 

views have remained consistent over the past years. Direct experience with extreme weather is widespread and continues to reinforce awareness of climate-related risks, with perceived risk 

generally increasing or holding steady across most event types since 2021. In particular, wildfire smoke (76%) and heatwaves (69%) stand out as highly visible and influential events, while 

perceptions of risks such as flooding and hail fluctuate more. Although reported experiences vary year to year, recent spikesin major events have sustained both concern and recognition of 

climate impacts.

This heightened awareness is translating into meaningful action at the household level. Eight in ten (79%) homeowning residents report taking at least one step to protect their home or 

property in the past year, with common measures including trimming tree branches, securing shingles, and adopting more water-efficient landscaping. A smaller but notable proportion 

(38%) have taken more intensive actions such as floodproofing. 

Executive Summary
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Weather and Climate Change (continued)

Engagement in these activities has edged upward slightly compared to last year, and newer behaviors are emerging: four in tenresidents (42%) report assessing their property for fire risk 

and removing combustible materials. Overall, the findings point to a stable but increasingly experience-driven understanding of climate change, where consistent concern is reinforced by 

firsthand exposure to extreme weather. 

Energy Efficiency

Edmontonians continue to place high importance on energy efficiency, with eight in ten (80%) saying it is important for homesto be energy efficient and about two-thirds (68%) extending 

this view to buildings more broadly, though both measures have declined slightly from the previous year. Pride in being energy efficient has remained stable since 2023 (61%), and one-third 

of residents (35%) identify as environmental activists, while a minority (41%) report lacking knowledge about how to reduce homeenergy use an indication that awareness and attitudes 

remain relatively strong and consistent. 

Despite this stable foundation of awareness and positive sentiment, reported behavior has declined. Four in ten (41%) residents ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǎǘŜǇǎ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻƳŜΩǎ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ 

efficiency in the past year, with three-quarter (74%) who report having taken such actions at some point. The types of actions undertaken tend to be limited in scope, with about one in ten 

(14%) reporting more involved measures such as insulation improvements, installing energy-efficient lighting, or reducing overall energy consumption. One exception is an increase in the 

installation of tankless or high-efficiency water heaters (23%). Some residents cite other recent efficiency-related actions, though these largely reflect smaller-scale or incremental changes. 

Overall, the findings highlight a disconnect between strong and stable attitudes toward energy efficiency and declining levels of recent action. 

Programs 

Awareness of the EnerGuide Program among Edmontonians remains moderate and stable, with over half of residents (54%) indicating familiarity with the program, consistent with recent 

ȅŜŀǊǎΦ tŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΩǎ ǾŀƭǳŜ ŀǊŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎΥ ŀ ŎƭŜŀǊ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ όтр҈ύ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀƴ 9ƴŜǊDǳƛŘŜ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ Ǌecommendations would be useful when renovating, and many 

(68%) also see value in accessing EnerGuide ratings when buying or renting a home, although interest in viewing these resultsduring home purchases has declined slightly in the most recent 

year. Overall, results suggest that while awareness has plateaued, the perceived usefulness of EnerGuide information remains high and relatively consistent over time.

In contrast, awareness of the Clean Energy Improvement Program is notably lower, with approximately one-quarter (23%) of residents reporting familiarity. This represents a slight increase 

from the previous year and brings awareness back in line with 2023 levels, but still indicates that the program has limited reach compared to EnerGuide.

Executive Summary
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Electric Vehicles and Electric Bicycles

9ŘƳƻƴǘƻƴƛŀƴǎΩ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎ ό9±ǎύ ƛǎ ƎǊŀŘǳŀƭƭȅ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻƴŜ-third of residents (31%) reporting they are extremely/very familiarity and three in ten (30%) 

indicating they are likely to consider purchasing an EV as their next vehicle, with likelihood to purchase showing improvement from the previous year. Direct experience with EVs is also 

becoming more common, though a majority of residents still report no firsthand interaction. At the same time, key barriers toadoption are beginning to ease: price, while still the top 

consideration, is cited less frequently than in previous years. Motivations for purchasing EVs remain largely consistent, thoughcost-related incentives have grown slightly in importance while 

environmental motivations have softened. Awareness of public charging infrastructure remains relatively high, with about two-thirds (66%)of residents (68%) aware of available stations.

In comparison, adoption and interest in electric bicycles (e-bikes) is more limited. Only one in ten residents (11%) currently owns an e-bike, and about one-quarter (23%) express some 

likelihood of purchasing one within the next three years, while a smaller segment (13%) indicates no intention to purchase. Among current and prospective users, e-bikes are primarily 

viewed as a recreational or exercise tool, with fewer residents considering them for practical uses such as commuting or runningerrands. 

Overall, the findings indicate a slow but positive shift toward low-carbon transportation options, particularly for electric vehicles, where increasing familiarity, improving perceptions of 

affordability, and growing awareness of infrastructure are supporting gradual momentum. However, limited direct experience and lingering barriers continue to constrain broader adoption, 

while the e-bike market is niche and largely leisure-oriented. 

Transportation Choices

Transportation patterns among Edmontonians remain broadly stable year-over-year, with driving continuing to be the dominant modeof travel: seven in ten residents (70%) report driving a 

motor vehicle in the past month, consistent with recent years. Passenger travel in private vehicles is also relatively steady, reported by over four in ten residents (42%), though this reflects a 

slight decline from the previous year. Walking, however, has decreased more notably, with just under one-third of residents (31%) reporting being a pedestrianτmarking a continued 

downward trend and the lowest level observed in the time series. Public transit use remains stable at around three in ten residents (30%), while cycling, both non-motorized and electric, 

continues to be used by a smaller segment of the population, with minimal year-over-year change.

Executive Summary
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Campaigns and Information Sources

Recall of City of Edmonton climate change programs and advertisements remains limited, with only about two in ten residents (18%) able to recall seeing or hearing related communications in 

the past year, continuing a relatively flat trend over time. Among those who do recall messaging, impressions are fragmented:small proportions mention specific themes such as energy 

efficiency programs, emissions reduction, recycling, or transit initiatives, while a majority are unable to identify any particular content. Awareness of specific initiatives is also low, as just over 

one in ten residents (12%) report having heard of the Neighbouring for Climate initiative; however, among those who are aware, nearly half (45%) indicate they have participated, suggesting 

strong engagement once awareness is established. Information about this initiative is most commonly encountered through social media, word of mouth, and community leagues, while more 

formal channels such as events or newsletters play a smaller role.

More broadly, Edmontonians rely on a mix of traditional and digital channels to access information, with general online search and television emerging as the most commonly used sources, 

followed closely by word of mouth and social media. Other channels, including radio, news websites, and government sources, reach smaller segments of the population. Overall, findings 

highlight a key challenge in communications: while there is evidence of meaningful engagement among those who are reached, overall recall and awareness of climate-related programs 

remain low, indicating an opportunity to expand reach and improve message retention by leveraging the most widely used information channels.

Executive Summary

Synopsis: 

Most Edmontonians remain concerned about climate change, with a strong belief in human causes and widespread recognition of its local impacts. While awareness and concern are 

high, motivation and sustained personal action have declined slightly in recent years, with many residents taking only limited or low-effort steps. Residents increasingly view climate 

change as a tangible, present issue shaped by direct experience with extreme weather such as wildfires and heatwaves. This has driven moderate uptake of household adaptation 

measures, though more advanced or proactive actions remain less common. Attitudes toward energy efficiency are positive and stable, but self-reported behavior is inconsistent and 

often limited to small-scale actions. Similarly, awareness of programs like EnerGuide is moderate, while newer initiatives have lower reach. Interest in electric vehicles is growing but 

adoption is still constrained by cost and practical barriers; e-bikes are niche. Vehicle transportation habits are largely unchanged, with driving still dominant and limited shifts toward 

public or active transport. Communication efforts on climate initiatives have low recall, suggesting a need for improved outreach. Overall, the findings point to a population that is 

informed and concerned, increasingly influenced by lived experience, but not yet translating this into widespread, sustained,or high-impact action.



112026 Climate Change and Energy Perceptions Report

After ten years of tracking, several key considerations emerge for the City of Edmonton.

The most important takeaway from this report is not that attitudes are changing dramatically, but rather that attitudes are consistent. After ten years of tracking, Edmonton appears to have 

reached a relatively stable equilibrium on climate change awareness, concern, and many climate-related behaviours. That stability is both encouraging and challenging.

1. Climate change concern is firmly established but not growing. Edmonton no longer appears to have an awareness problem. Roughly three-quarters of residents remain concerned about 

climate change, believe action is needed, and recognize local impacts. Most key attitudinal indicators have remained remarkably stable over time.

2. 9ŘƳƻƴǘƻƴ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀ ϦƳƻǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǇƭŀǘŜŀǳΦέ While concern remains high, desire to do more personally has fallen to its lowest point since tracking began, and climate-related 

conversations remain relatively infrequent. At the same time, reported action levels have generally stabilized rather than continued to grow.

3. The biggest challenge is an action gap, not an attitude gap. The demographic analysis repeatedly shows that willingness, concern, and support for action are often higher than actual 

participation in many higher-impact behaviours. Financial capacity, home ownership, age, and housing type all shape who can act and how. Many lower-cost actions are widely adopted, 

but higher-impact actions such as home retrofits, efficiency upgrades, floodproofing, EV adoption, and resilience investments remain concentrated among groups with more financial 

resources and greater control over their property.

4. Experience is increasingly driving perceptions. One of the strongest findings in the report is the role of lived experience. Wildfire smoke, heat waves, and other extreme weather events 

appear to be reinforcing residents' understanding of climate risks. Adaptation behaviours remain relatively strong, and most residents report having taken at least one resilience-related 

action around their home.

Considerations and Implications

Strategic Implications

The findings suggest Edmonton has largely moved beyond an awareness challenge. Concern about climate change, belief in the need for action, and support for many climate initiatives have remained 
consistently high over time. As a result, future progress is likely to depend less on changing minds and more on helping residents turn concern into action. The report indicates that barriers such as 
income, homeownership, and affordability are often more important than attitudes in determining who can take higher-impact actions. This suggests that reducing financial and practical barriers may 
be more effective than additional awareness campaigns alone. At the same time, recall of City climate programs remains relatively low, indicating an opportunity to expand the reach of 
communications and increase awareness of available supports and programs. Finally, residents increasingly connect climate changeto lived experiences such as wildfire smoke and extreme heat. 
Framing programs around practical benefits such as protecting homes, reducing costs, and improving resilience may therefore be an effective way to strengthen engagement and encourage broader 
participation.
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9ŘƳƻƴǘƻƴƛŀƴǎΩ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛǎ ǎǘŜŀŘȅ ȅŜŀǊ-over-year and a majority continue to agree immediate action is required to address 

climate change.   

Three-quarters (73%) of Edmontonians agree they are concerned about climate change and believe immediate action is needed, both consistent with previous findings. 

Concern About Climate Change and Need for Action
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Once again, Edmontonians appear generally unwilling to pay a tax levy to address climate change.

One-third (34%) of Edmonton residents would be willing to pay a tax levy to help address climate change, while a greater proportion (44%) would not.  

Tax Levy
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Edmontoniansgenerally feel they are more personally concerned about climate change than the average Edmonton resident. 

Agreement across statements is consistent year-over-year regarding perceived agreement among Edmontonians. 

Perceived Opinions of Edmontonians on Climate Change
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A majority of Edmontonians agree their actions make an impact on climate change. Notably, agreement that driving electric cars is better for the 

environment has increased by 14 points from one year ago. 

Impact on Climate Change
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A majority of Edmontonians agree solar panels are better for the environment than other energy sources, while four in ten agree using heat pumps are more 

energy efficient than air conditioners or furnaces. Further, most Edmontonians agree there are various economic and employment impacts on climate change. 

New in 2026, only a minority agree using heat pumps to heat or cool the home is generally more energy efficient than using a furnace or air conditioner. 

Alternative Energy Sources and Economic and Employment Impacts



Actions and Impacts
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Agreement that climate change is caused mostly by human activities is stable year-over-year overall.

There is 70% agreement regarding climate change being caused by human activities and just under two-thirds (63%) of Edmontoniansare adapting to climate 

change. 

Human Action and Climate Change
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Six in ten Edmontonians want to do more personally to help address climate change, sitting at its lowest level since 2017. That said, another six in ten are 

personally taking action to help address the issue.  

Desire to Do More to Prevent Climate Change
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More than two-thirds of residents believe the City should increase or maintain its efforts to address climate change.

Slightly fewer Edmontonians believe the City should scale back its climate change efforts, with just under one in ten (8%) currently expressing this opinion. 

/ƛǘȅ ƻŦ 9ŘƳƻƴǘƻƴΩǎ !Ŏǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ !ŘŘǊŜǎǎ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜ
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Two-thirds of Edmonton residents do not think it is too late to stop the impacts of climate change, with results virtually unchanged from last year. 

Climate Defeatism
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Two-thirds of Edmontonians feel their personal actions can help address climate change. A greater proportion agree that the impacts of climate change can be 

reduced if people work together.  

Results are steady with the past two years. 

Personal Actions and Impacts
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More than four in ten residents regularly talk to family, friends, or colleagues about climate change in 2026. 

While Edmontonians are generally comfortable talking about climate change, they rarely do so. 

Talking About Climate Change
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Four in ten Edmonton residents have taken actions to reduce their impact on climate change in the past year.

Unaided Actions to Reduce Climate Change Impact

Resident actions taken to reduce climate change impact is steady with last year. 
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Essentially all Edmontonians have taken some kind of climate-related action in the past year, consistent with previous years. 

!ǎ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŀōƭŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƭŀǊƎŜƭȅ 

consistent with year-over-year findings. Differences of five 

points or more from 2025 results have been highlighted, 

with increases of five or more points circled in green and 

decrease of five or more points circled in red. 

The greatest decrease is regarding working close to where 

they live, although this change may be attributed to the 

change in wording from 2025.  

Aided Actions to Reduce Climate Change Impact
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Six in ten Edmonton residents who have taken any other climate actions in the past year cite changes in transportation or more recycling, among other 

activities. 

Actions to Reduce Climate Change Impact
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Those who have heard the expression mention it means to adapt to/mitigate environmental changes due to climate change, anticipate/plan/prepare for consequences of climate change, 

fight climate change/prevent climate change from getting worse through decision making and changes in behaviour, or being resilient/resilient to climate change. Smaller proportions say it 

is the ability to recover from extreme weather events or the resiliency/adaptability of climate/nature to change. One-quarter are unable to articulate what the expression means. 

¢ƘǊŜŜ ƛƴ ǘŜƴ 9ŘƳƻƴǘƻƴƛŀƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ά/ƭƛƳŀǘŜ wŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜέ ŀƴŘ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘǊŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǳǇǿŀǊŘǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ нлнпΦ

Climate Resilience



Weather and Climate Change



312026 Climate Change and Energy Perceptions Report

Consistent with previous results, a majority of residents feel climate change is impacting local weather events and the health and well-being of individuals. 

Impact of Climate Change
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Findings suggest that direct experience with extreme weather is widespread and reinforcing public recognition of climate-related risks.

Differences of five points or more from 2025 are highlighted, as previously described.

Perceived risk (shown in the left table) has generally increased or remained stable across most event types since 2021, particularly for wildfire smoke and heatwaves, while some areas like 

flooding and hail show more fluctuation. At the same time, reported experiences with specific events have been volatile year to year, with a notable decrease in wildfire smoke, reinforcing 

their visibility and impact.

Impact of Climate Change on Weather Events
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Eight in ten Edmontonians continue to report they have taken at least one action in their home or property in the last year. 

A majority of residents have trimmed weak and broken tree branches, while half have secured loose shingles and landscaped with plants and trees that require less water, and four in ten 

floodproofed their property. 

Actions Taken
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Slightly up from last year, between three in ten and one-half of residents undertook any of the given actions.

New in 2026, four in ten completed a scan around their home and property and took steps to remove combustibles. 

Actions Taken (Continued)



Energy Efficiency
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CƻǳǊ ƛƴ ǘŜƴ 9ŘƳƻƴǘƻƴƛŀƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻƳŜΩǎ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ 

Reported actions have been trending downwards over time. However, this trend may partly reflect the question's one-year reference period. Respondents who implemented energy-

efficiency measures in previous years may no longer report taking action, which could reduce the proportion reporting recent activity even if overall adoption remains high.

Past Year Actions Taken to Increase Energy Efficiency in the Home
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The most pronounced change year-over-year is regarding the installation of energy efficient windows, down from last year.  

Three-quarters of residents have ever taken actions in their home. 

Most Recent Actions Taken to Increase Energy Efficiency in the Home
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The less commonly undertaken actions are reported on by no more than approximately one-third of residents. 

Compared to one year ago, there are slightly greater reports of installing a tankless or high-efficiency storage water heater. Three percent (3%) of Edmontonians who reported taking 

action identified other measures, including insulation improvements (15%), energy efficient lightbulbs (11%), keeping the heat down or heating less (7%), and reduced energy 

consumption (5%). 

Most Recent Actions Taken to Increase Energy Efficiency in the Home (continued)
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Pride in being energy efficient is consistent year-over-year and one-third of Edmontonians consider themselves an activist for the environment, rebounding to 

2023 levels after a recent dip. 

wŜǎǳƭǘǎ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ 9ŘƳƻƴǘƻƴ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǇǊƛŘŜ ƛƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜƳŀƛƴŜŘ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǎƛƴŎŜ нлноΦ

Energy Efficiency Sentiment
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Virtually unchanged from last year, two-in-ŦƛǾŜ όпм҈ύ ƻŦ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ƘƻƳŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ǳǎŜΦ 

Agreement is somewhat steady year-over-year, continuing its slow incline since a drop in 2024. 

Home Energy Use
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Eight in ten feel it is important for a home to be energy efficient, slightly down from 2025. About two-thirds of Edmontonians fŜŜƭ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ 

to be energy efficient, down by a margin from one year ago. 

Importance of Home and Building Energy Efficiency



Programs
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More than half of Edmontonians (54%) are aware of the EnerGuide Program. Fewer residents (68%) this year want to see the results of the EnerGuide 

evaluation when buying or renting a home.  

Awareness of the program has been steady since 2023. Results are steady with regards to having an EnerGuide evaluation with recommendations on how to make their home more 

energy efficient being valuable when renovating. 

Awareness and Opinions of EnerGuide Program




















































