
Background of 2024 Assessment Panelists 
 

Dr. Dennis Schmitt, DVM PhD Dipl. ACT 
Dr. Schmitt specializes in elephant medicine and reproduction. He spent many years at a 
zoo and circuses as a head veterinarian and researcher. He was a university professor for 
18 years before retiring from academia in 2014. He retired from veterinary practice in 2022 
but still consults around the world.  
 
Throughout his long career, he gave more than 50 seminars and presentations. He is 
credited as an author of nearly 70 veterinary publications. He has served as a scientific 
advisory member of the Asian Elephant Species Survival Program, member of the Elephant 
Reproductive and Elephant Research Taxon Advisory Groups; and as a member of the 
International Union for Conservation of Nature’s Asian Elephant Specialist Group and a 
former board member of the International Elephant Foundation. 
 

Mr. Daryl Hoffman, Executive Director of the Elephant Managers Association 
Mr. Hoffman has worked with elephants for more than 30 years as a zookeeper, and 
manager. Daryl is currently the Executive Director of the Elephant Managers Association 
(EMA) and has served on the EMA Board of Directors since 2000. Under Daryl’s leadership, 
this organization continues to grow.  
 
He has been an instructor at the AZA Principles of Elephant Management School since 2002 
and a member of the AZA Elephant TAG/SSP Management Group since 2007. Daryl was the 
Curator of large mammals at the Houston Zoo for 16 years and is currently Vice-President 
of Living Collections at the Pittsburgh Zoo. 

https://www.elephantmanagers.org/

