
THE AERIE
UP, UP, UP WE ALL GO!

RED PANDA (EVZ)
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VISITOR JOURNEY - THE AERIE

Natalie and Steve have 3 school aged children, Meryl (11), Anders (9) and Lennon (4). They live in Edmonton and visit the zoo once 
or twice per year. They struggle to find activities that all three kids are interested in. They are excited to hear about the new aerial 
treetop experience at the zoo, because all of them can do it together and the family doesn’t have to split up. 

“Race you to the top!” 

Anders and Meryl take off, choosing the fastest route of stairs and climbing ladders coil around the tree trunks, 
pausing at the small lookout points with animal� eye view telescopes showing the world through the perspective of 
a bird, bat and butterfly. 

“I can see the whole zoo from here.” “Whoah, this one is trippy!” 

Natalie, Steve and Lennon wind their way up the boardwalk, the gentle slope carrying them into the canopy. They 
reach Lennon�s favourite swinging bridge, swaying in the gentle wind between two tall pines. The bridge connects 
to a landing where they spot the red pandas snoozing high on branches. 

“How do they sleep so high without falling down?” 

The five reconnect, piling into a family-sized hammock, pretending to nap like the pandas. Perfect spot for a 
selfie. They stroll together, pointing out the animals they can spot in the distance. Level with the Goats on the 
Roof, they climb to the overlook, parallel with the animals. Lennon leaps like a mountain goat kid, balancing 
between each jump on a thin balance beam. 

The boardwalk bridge descends, carrying them to a set of vestibule doors, where a quiet hush settles the family as 
they enter a forested world. Keen eyes peer down from overhead, as great-horned owls study their every move. 	
Together, they read stories of each feathered friend and how they came to be at the zoo through partnership 
rescue programs. 

“This is their home.”
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CONCEPTUAL RENDER 
AERIAL TREETOP TRAIL
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CONCEPTUAL RENDER 
AERIAL VIEWING PLATFORM
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