


NORTH SASKATCHEWAN RIVER VALLEY

WELCOME 
AND PARKING
YOU ARE HERE: OUR PLACE IN THE 
EDMONTON RIVER VALLEY
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VISITOR JOURNEY - WELCOME 
AND PARKING

Kelsey and Mitchell are a young family with two children aged 4 
and 6, Reid and Abby. They live in Whitecourt, and frequently make 
day trips to Edmonton to shop at Costco and enjoy    
activities that they don’t have at home. They have chosen to visit 
the Edmonton Valley Zoo for the first time. 

“Are we there yet?”

Driving down Lake Buena Vista Road, Kelsey and Mitchell 
wonder if they�re in the right spot because all the homes 
are residential, but they quickly spot the clear, visible 
Edmonton Valley Zoo road sign. Up ahead, they can see 
the polar bear sculpture. Reid and Abby are so excited, 
and Reid shows his polar bear stuffy to the sculpture as 
they drive by. 

Everybody wave to the polar bear! We’re here!”

The parking lot is getting full, but they find a shady spot 
under the trees, next to a beautiful wetland. The kids 
skip down the boardwalk, spotting local River Valley 
critters hidden in the railings. They play I spy, taking turns 
seeing who can find the next animal. Mitchell notices 
the illustrations were done by local Indigenous artists. He 
reads a little sign to the kids that talks about where the 
zoo is and how important it is to celebrate the relationship 
between the land, animals and the communities of people 
who have called this area home for generations. 

The family heads up to the entrance, pausing for the 
kids to splash with the sturgeon while Mom and Dad buy 
tickets. The plaza is a perfect spot for a quick coffee and 
snack after the drive. 

They head in, where the splash of otters catches their 
attention. The playful swimmers captivate Abby and Reid, 
who follow them from window to window. Kelsey and 
Mitchell take a quick class at the map, and see two clear 
path options in front of them. 

“Where do you want to go first?” “Polar bears!” “Red 
Pandas” 

A quick round of rock-paper-scissors has them follow the 
Waterways to the World path to the left, starting their 
adventure at the Edmonton Valley Zoo. 
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NOT TO SCALEENLARGED SITE PLAN
WELCOME AND PARKING: PARKING LOT, INTERPRETIVE WETLAND BOARDWALK, ENTRY PLAZA

Operational Buildings
 
Service/Parking

Public Pathway

Landscaped Area

Legend

Site Infrastructure
Animal Outdoor Habitat 

Visitor Building/Animal 
Indoor Habitats

Operational Buildings
 
Service/Parking

Public Pathway

Landscaped Area

Legend

Site Infrastructure
Animal Outdoor Habitat 

Visitor Building/Animal 
Indoor Habitats

Operational Buildings
 
Service/Parking

Public Pathway

Landscaped Area

Legend

Site Infrastructure
Animal Outdoor Habitat 

Visitor Building/Animal 
Indoor Habitats

Operational Buildings
 
Service/Parking

Public Pathway

Landscaped Area

Legend

Site Infrastructure

Animal Outdoor Habitat 

Visitor Building/Animal 
Indoor Habitats

Operational Buildings
 
Service/Parking

Public Pathway

Landscaped Area

Legend

Site Infrastructure
Animal Outdoor Habitat 

Visitor Building/Animal 
Indoor Habitats

Operational Buildings
 
Service/Parking

Public Pathway

Landscaped Area

Legend

Site Infrastructure
Animal Outdoor Habitat 

Visitor Building/Animal 
Indoor Habitats

Operational Buildings
 
Service/Parking

Public Pathway

Landscaped Area

Legend

Site Infrastructure
Animal Outdoor Habitat 

Visitor Building/Animal 
Indoor Habitats

Operational Buildings
 
Service/Parking

Public Pathway

Landscaped Area

Legend

Site Infrastructure

Animal Outdoor Habitat

Visitor Building/Animal 
Indoor Habitats
 
Service/Parking

Public Pathway

Landscaped Area

Legend

Site Infrastructure

Visitor Building/Animal 
Indoor Habitats

Operational Buildings
 
Service/Parking

Public Pathway

Landscaped Area

Legend

Site Infrastructure

N

51










