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EVZ IMAGE: ASIAN ELEPHANT (LUCY) HABITAT 

Recent and 
Ongoing Projects
The Edmonton Valley Zoo (EVZ) is currently implementing 
several transformative projects that advance Master Plan goals, 
continuously improve animal wellbeing, meet evolving
accreditation standards, and modernize aging infrastructure. The 
new Wolf  Habitat project is nearing completion and Phase One 
of  the Enclosure Renewal and Enhancement Project is under 
construction. Phase Two of  the Enclosure Renewal is underway, 
with design progressing on prioritized scope.  Other ongoing 
projects described here should be closely coordinated with the 
Master Plan and its implementation.
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ARCTIC WOLVES 

Lead – Valley Zoo Development Society
Partner - EVZ/COE

Arctic wolves are being relocated from their existing 
enclosure in the carnivore area to a larger space that was 
formerly a Bighorn sheep habitat. This dynamic new space 
has varied topography, a rock water feature, new dens, 
off-display holding yard, building and management area.  
Project completion is anticipated for early 2025, and two 
new female wolves will join resident male, Tundra, in the 
new habitat. The relocation of  the wolves will also free up 
space for the Carnivore Exhibit Modernization. 

ENCLOSURE RENEWAL 

Lead – COE/EVZ

The Edmonton Valley Zoo Enclosure Renewal & 
Enhancement project was funded via the COE 2023-
2026 capital budget. It includes rehabilitation of  ageing 
infrastructure and enhancement of  exhibits for various 
animals to ensure the EVZ keeps pace with industry best 
practices. 

Phase One is currently underway and includes primarily 
HVAC upgrades to the elephant building and exercise 
facility. 

Phase Two is currently in design, and has prioritized the 
following: 
•	 Indoor and outdoor expansion of  elephant amenities
•	 Modernization of  carnivore exhibits (see further details 

below) 
•	 Repairs and upgrades to aquatic life support systems  

ASPEN REFORESTATION PROJECT

Lead - Valley Zoo Development Society (VZDS)
Partner - EVZ/COE

VZDS has received federal natural infrastructure grant 
funding to support aspen parkland restoration in key 
portions of  the zoo for the advancement of  EVZ’s 
conservation and nature education goals. The naturalized 
areas will align with and advance elements of  the Master 
Plan, and will include native vegetation such as prairie 
grasses and Boreal Forest trees and shrubs. The project will 
also fund the restoration of  the existing green roof  in the 
Arctic Shores exhibit. 

CARNIVORE AREA MODERNIZATION 

Collaborative Partnership: VZDS/COE/EVZ

VZDS and COE are initiating a pilot for a new approach to 
funding and project delivery for the modernization of  the 
existing carnivore space. This approach intends to deliver 
a more cost effective capital renewal project through a 
creative collaboration between the COE, EVZ and VZDS 
leveraging the strengths of  each partner.
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