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VISITOR JOURNEY - COASTAL ARCTIC

Scottie and Sydney are a newly married couple in their early 
thirties. They are outdoor and nature enthusiasts, and self-
described animal nerds. They are into wildlife photography and 
enjoy visiting the Edmonton Valley Zoo to practice techniques 
and see the animals up close. Scottie writes a nature blog and 
uses her social media to share quirky animal information with her 
photos. They are committed to a sustainable lifestyle and are 
always looking for ways to make a difference for wildlife. 

“He’s about to jump! Don’t miss this shot”

Scottie looks through her camera, focus trained on the 
bear�s every move. The bear pauses at the edge of the 
pool for just a moment before diving as gracefully as 
a 1500lb animal can into the crystal waters below. Her 
shutter clicks, capturing each frame as the bear makes the 
plunge. 

“Got it.” 

Taking wildlife photos is as much an art of patience as it 
is skill. Scottie and Sydney have spent the last half hour 
perched on a rock beside the pool, the angle perfect for 
capturing the full scale of the bear in the water. As regular 
visitors to the Edmonton Valley Zoo, they have learned 
the best times and spots to take photos. They have gotten 
to know the animals too, both their routines and typical 
rhythms, as well as their favourite spots. While they wait, 
they scan the QR code on the signage, keen to learn what 
the research team is up to. The partnership between the 
University and the zoo means they get access to the most 
cutting-edge research stories, both from the lab and the 
field. 

“Is there an update on the behaviour study?” 

Sydney reads out about the monitoring updates, 
comparing polar bear reactions to novel objects to help 
understand bear temperament and personalities. She 
is excited about an upcoming talk being held at the 
zoo that will share how the research is helping facilities 
understand and manage bears in human care, and what 
the implications are for wild bear monitoring. 

“It says there might be an opportunity for us to help 
with coding all the monitoring video. How cool is 
that?” 
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