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REGIONAL POPULATION

CURRENT POPULATION (2016)
e Edmonton: 932,546

¢ Edmonton Metropolitan Area: 1,321,426
e Alberta: 4,067,175’

POPULATION GROWTH

Since 2011, the population of Edmonton has grown significantly. The metropolitan area and Alberta
grew as well, although at a slightly lower rate.

Population Change, 2011-2016

Geography 2011 2016 Overall Rate of Change Annualized Rate of Change
Edmonton 812,201 932,546 +14.8% +3.0%
Edmonton MA 1,159,869 | 1,321,426 +13.9% +2.8%
Alberta 3,645,257 | 4,067,175 +11.6% +2.3%

The population growth of Edmonton is expected to continue, but at a slower rate. By 2030, it is
anticipated that Edmonton will have between 1,166,900 residents and 1,243,000 residents. 2

DEMOGRAPHICS

The population of Alberta is aging, which has implications for the province’s ski industry and particularly
the smaller, learn to ski hills. In 2017, children 14 and under were about 19% of the province’s
population. The youth population is in decline, from 30% of the province’s population in 1972. The
Alberta Office of Statistics and Information predicts that the youth population will decline slightly, to
17%, by 2046. The over 65 population has grown significantly in recent years, from under 7% in 1972
to 14% in 2017. By 2046, the over 65 population is expected to exceed 20% of the population.®

REGIONAL ANALYSIS

The following section looks at opportunities, participation, and trends around winter recreation in the
region.

WINTER RECREATION PARTICIPATION

Canada

Canadian ski areas saw an average of 18.8 million skier visits annually between the 2004/05 season
and the 2016/7 season. In recent years, skier visits have declined slightly. From the 2007/08 season,

! Statistics Canada, 2016 Census Profile
2 Nichols Applied Management, Inc., City of Edmonton Growth Study 2018
3 Statistics Canada, 2016 Census Profile









snowboarding. Participation in cross country skiing fell as well, with 8.7% of Albertans participating in
2017, down from 12.4% in 2013. For the most part, these rates and trends are in line with the Canadian
Ski Council’s data. However, the Alberta survey showed snowboarding participation rates increasing,
while Canadian Ski Council reported they were declining.

In the survey, few Albertans expressed interest in trying skiing. In a ranking of the 13 activities
Albertans most wanted to try, downhill skiing and snowboarding did not make the list. Cross country
skiing did, with 2% of those looking to try a new activity expressing interest in cross country skiing.®

Edmonton

Edmonton residents participate in recreation, in general and in winter sports, at slightly lower rates than
the Alberta provincial average. Among Edmonton residents, 91% participate in some form of active
living (i.e., walking, biking, sports, etc.), compared to 95% of Albertans. For snowsports, defined as
snowshoeing, cross country skiing, and snowmobiling, 13% of Edmontonians participate, compared to
17% of Albertans. The 2017 Albertan Recreation Survey categorized alpine skiing and snowboarding
under outdoor facility-based activities (with golf, softball/baseball, and shooting). Similarly,
Edmontonians participated at a lower rate, 38%, compared to 43% of Albertans. Across all these
categories, Edmontonians’ participation rates are lower than Calgary’s and those of all the urban areas
in the province.?

The Live Active Survey conducted by the City of Edmonton in 2015 identified challenges and barriers
and interests around active recreation and sport in the city. Residents listed time, cost, and facility
location as the top three barriers to participation. Respondents expressed the strongest interest in more
and better maintained trails, with machine groomed cross country trails as a priority. Respondents also
expressed interest in more activity offerings with better access and closer to home.®

The City of Edmonton last gathered skiing participation rates in 2010 and 2008. These surveys found a
slight decline in skiing (downhill, cross country and snowboarding) participation, from 12% in 2008 to
11% in 2010."" Participation rates were highest with residents between 18 and 24 and 25 to 34. Of
those under 18 years of age, a target market for the small learning hills and racing programs in and
around Edmonton, 10% participated in skiing in 2010, a slight decline from 11% in 2008."2 The 2008
report recorded the frequency with which Edmontonian skiers participate: 52% participated less than
once a month, 25% participated 2-3 times a month, 18% participated 1-2 times/week, and 3%
participated 3 or more times per week." For the most part, Edmontonian skiers participate on a limited
basis (i.e., one ski outing per month to the mountains rather than frequent night skiing after work).

£2017 Albertan Recreation Survey; 2013 Alberta Recreation Survey

#2017 Albertan Recreation Survey

101 ive Active: A Collaborative Strategy for Active Living, Active Recreation, and Sport in Edmonton, 2016.
' Edmonton Active Recreation & Sport Policy Current State Assessment Snapshot Report, 2013

12 The State of Alpine Skiing in Edmonton, 2013

132013 State of Alpine Skiing in Edmonton



WINTER RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES

Downhill Skiing

There are four small ski areas located in and around the City of Edmonton: Edmonton Ski Club,
Rainbow Hill Snow Resort, Snow Valley Ski Club, and Sunridge Ski Area. These ski areas are very
convenient for city residents and suited for short trips, learning to ski, riding terrain parks, and race
training. This assessment will explore Edmonton Ski Club’s place in that marketplace.

Beyond the Edmonton metropolitan area, there are many small ski hills within an hour or two drive of
the city: Gwynne Valley, Drayton Valley Brazeau, Eastlink Park, Medicine Lodge, and Long Lake Ski
Area. These hills primarily serve their local community. Their size and offerings are limited and
comparable, if not lesser than, to the Edmonton ski areas. Therefore, few Edmonton residents would
make the drive to ski these resorts. They are not considered further in this analysis.

Canyon Ski Area and Tawatinaw Valley are located within an hour and a half of Edmonton. Although
both fairly small resorts, their offering and proximity may attract Edmonton skiers to visit. Their offering
is described in more detail later in this report.

For large ski areas, Edmonton residents are forced to travel about four hours to Marmot Basin or the
resorts in Banff National Park, closer to Calgary. These are destination resorts, where people travel for
a weekend or weeklong ski trip. Given the distance from Edmonton and the type of skiing offered, those
resorts do not operate in the same marketplace as the Edmonton Ski Club, which attracts people for a
day, afternoon, or evening of skiing. The large resorts do present opportunities for partnerships, as
Edmonton residents may learn to ski or warm up at the city ski hills, before venturing to the larger
resorts.

The figure below is a map of the Alberta ski areas close to Edmonton.












disadvantadged youth and new Canadians to try skiing and snowboarding at Snow Valley. The ski area
lodge was completed in 2006 and is a center of activity with food and rentals available. At 17,800
square feet, it hosts private functions and community events over the summer.

Snow Valley also partners with ski shops, hotels, and other resorts to offer discounts for season
passholders. Season passholders are eligible to receive discounts on lift tickets at the following resorts:
Apex Mountain Resort, Big White Ski Resort, Canyon Ski Resort, Castle Mountain, Fernie Alpine
Resort, Hidden Valley, Hudson Bay Mountain Resort, Kicking Horse Mountain Resort, Kimberley Alpine
Resort, Kinosoo Ridge Snow Resort, Lake Louise, Manning Park Resort, Marmot Basin, Misery
Mountain Ski Area, Mt. Seymour, Mount Washington Alpine Resort, Nakiska, Nitehawk, Ski Norquay,
Panorama Mountain Village, Pine Valley Resort, Pass Powderkeg, Powder King, Rabbit Hill Snow
Resort, Revelstoke Mountain Resort, Sasquatch Mountain Resort, Sun Peaks Resort, Sunridge,
Sunshine Village, Tawatinaw Valley, Valley Ski Club, Wapiti Valley, and Whitewater. Notably, Snow
Valley season passholders receive discounts at Sunridge Ski Area and Rabbit Hill.

Sunridge Ski Area: Sunridge ski area has the most terrain and largest programmatic offering of the
city ski areas. The ski area, located northeast of downtown, offers a permanent skicross course, a
freestyle skiing program, and snow tubing. The snow tubing is extremely popular and the only tubing in
the metropolitan area. The ski area has recently completed many capital improvement projects to
enhance the skiing experience and draw additional visitors to Sunridge. It added a new quad chairlift
and magic carpet for the 2017/18 season. The ski area’s chalet is a large, cedar-paneled building with a
cafeteria and rental shop, and hosts weddings and other events in the summer.

Sunridge was named the 2018 Canadian Ski Racing Resort of the Year by Alpine Canada. The award
goes to a resort that has “demonstrated an exceptional commitment to Canadian ski racing, through
support of local, provincial, or national ski racing programs, including training, competition, and related
activities.™®

Rabbit Hill: Rabbit Hill has the most vertical drop (91 m) of the hills around Edmonton and the terrain
park has one of the largest half pipes in northern Alberta. Rabbit Hill complements that offering with a
robust learn to ski program. Rabbit Hill also offers the only adaptive skiing program in the Edmonton
area, through the Canadian Association for Disabled Skiing. Rabbit Hill is located outside the city
proper and offers a bus on weekends from a few points on the western edge of Edmonton. The ski area
day lodge has a full service food and beverage area.

Skier Visits
The table below displays the most recent skier visit data available.
Facility 2009/10 2010/11 2011/12 2012/13
gruol;” Valley Ski 187,443 188,085 185,593 190,647
Rabbit Hill Snow 175,000 164,000 173,000 194,000
Resort

16 Awards Guide, Alpine Canada.
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Edmonton Ski
Club
Sunridge Ski Area Data not provided
Source: State of Alpine Skiing in Edmonton, 2013

24,938 37,750 21,230 27,960

The 2009/10 to 2012/13 data suggests that skier visits at each area are largely independent of each
other. Although there is some correlation between an increase in Rabbit Hill skier visits and a decline at
Edmonton Ski Club, and vice versa, the ski areas are relatively far apart and likely draw from different
areas of the city. While no data was provided for Sunridge, the managers noted that skier visits had
increased over this period as well. 2013, when the ski areas received the most visits, was a great snow
year in Edmonton — the city received 186.7 cm of snow, compared to 88.6 cm in 2010.

Edmonton Ski Club’s annual skier visits are significantly lower and fluctuated more than those of Snow
Valley and Rabbit Hill. However, Edmonton Ski Club’s size and terrain, or potential ski product, is on
par with the other, more popular resorts (see Ski Area Comparison Table). Therefore, by bringing its
infrastructure and offering to the level of the other ski areas, the Edmonton Ski Club should be able to
attract more visitors.

Edmonton Ski Club must match the ski experience provided by the other resorts, while also
differentiating itself so Edmontonians choose to visit Edmonton Ski Club. To differentiate itself,
Edmonton Ski Club should look to its proximity to downtown, a unique aspect of the club. The
convenience of Edmonton Ski Club would be very attractive to skiers looking to ski a few runs after
work or school.

A 2013 State of Alpine Skiing in Edmonton report showed that only 5% of Snow Valley’s annual visitors
were season pass holders. Comparatively, in the United States, 43% of annual skier visits are season
passholders. While drawing schools and groups is key for these ski areas, they should work to increase
season passholders. More season passholders would create loyalty, bring in money upfront, and
incentivize visitation.

Regional Ski Areas

Tawatinaw Valley and Canyon Ski Resort are located close to Edmonton and offer a unique experience
that attracts some Edmonton residents for a day of skiing.

Tawatinaw Valley offers alpine skiing, cross country skiing, and tubing about an hour and fifteen
minutes north of Edmonton. The diversity of activities appeals to families looking to alpine ski, cross
country ski, tube, or a mix of the three. Tawatinaw Valley nearly closed in the fall 2018 before a non-
profit, Friends of Tawatinaw Valley, raised the funds to purchase the ski area from the county and
covert it into a year-round facility. This effort was led by local community members and Tawatinaw
Valley is primarily a community resource, with some visitors from the Edmonton metropolitan area.
Although previous visitation data is unavailable, the ski area is hoping to have 8,000 skier visits over
the 2018/19 season.

Tawatinaw Valley has a robust reciprocal pass program where Tawatinaw Valley season passholders
receive discounts to the following ski areas: Baldy, Big White, Canyon, Cypress, Eastlink, Hidden
Valley, Lake Louise, Marmot Basin, Misery Mountain, Powder King, Rabbit Hill, Revelstoke, Mt.
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Seymour, Mt. Sima, Snow Valley, Sunridge, Sun Peaks, Valley Ski Club, Mt. Washington, and
Winsport/Canada Olympic Park.The reciprocal pass program encourages local residents to purchase a
pass to Tawatinaw Valley and visit other ski areas in the region as well.

Canyon Ski Resort markets itself as the “largest non-mountain ski resort in Alberta.” The resort is
similar in acreage to Sunridge but offers significantly more meters of vertical drop (164 meters
compared to 58 at Sunridge and 91 at Rabbit Hill). The resort also has snow tubing and will be hosting
the 2019 Canada Winter Games. It attracts over 50,000 guests per year, well below the visit totals of
the busier Edmonton ski hills. Its offering, while not dramatically better than what can be found in and
around Edmonton, may be appealing to Edmontonians looking for more vertical and something
different.

Neither Tawatinaw Valley nor Canyon Ski Resort should be seen as direct competition to Edmonton Ski
Club. Rather, they are potential partners and models for Edmonton Ski Club in crafting a unique
experience.

Local Ski Clubs

Two local ski clubs, Snow Valley and Edmonton Ski Club, operate ski areas in the City of Edmonton.
Other city clubs offer trips 1o destination ski resorts. Such clubs include: Edmonton Sport & Social Club,
University of Alberta Ski and Snowboard Club and Rocky Mountain Seniors Ski Club.

Other Winter Recreation Opportunities

The City of Edmonton prides itself on being “Winter City,” a place where residents and tourists embrace
winter and participate in many different winter activities. Much of this activity is concentrated in the
North Saskatchewan River Valley, a network of urban parks running through the center of Edmonton.
The river valley through Edmonton is 48 km long, with 20+ parks and over 10,000 acres of parkland,
the longest continuous urban parkland in Canada and a prime destination for winter recreation.

Each year, the city publishes a Winter Excitement Guide about the activities and events happening
during the winter in Edmonton. According to the report, Edmontonians are actively participating in
winter festivals. In 2017, over 352,000 people attended outdoor winter festivals and events and 36% of
the population is attending more festivals and events than they did five years ago. These efforts have
led city residents to appreciate winter: 44% of city residents agreed that their perception of winter in
Edmonton has become more positive recently.

Ice Skating
There are many opportunities for indoor and outdoor ice skating in Edmonton.

There are 23 indoor ice arenas around the city, seven of which are within five kilometers of Gallagher
Park. All arenas have public skating hours when admission is free and reserved times for hockey, figure
skating, and member skating. However, given the popularity of hockey and skating in Edmonton, the
arenas can be crowded and ice time is in high demand.
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When Donnan Arena, near Gallagher Park, was undergoing renovations in 2016, there was significant
competition for ice time around the city. At the time, the Executive Director of Hockey Edmonton
commented that the city has a “desperate need for more arenas.”"’

The City of Edmonton maintains eight outdoor skating rinks through the winter that are free and open to
the public. Community leagues manage an additional 100+ outdoor rinks throughout the area as well.
The community league rinks are typically for community league members, but many are open to the
general public. They typically have few facilities and are used primarily by the local neighborhood.

The city rinks are larger and many are attached to warming pavilions with washrooms. Only the
Hawlerak Park rink offers rentals. In recent years, the city has developed and maintained two IceWay
Skating Trails at city parks. The Victoria Park IceWay Skating Trail, the first one in the city, is an ice
path through the forest with rainbow lighting. The Rundle Park IlceWay Skating Trail, added in 2017
after the popularity of the Victoria Park trail, connects small rinks and ponds, warming huts, and picnic
pavilions in the park.

Winter Chalet Network

The City of Edmonton has developed and promoted a Winter Chalet Network along the North
Saskatchewan River. The network encourages people to explore the river valley in the winter. The
network map shows winter activity areas, attractions and recreation centers, warm up areas, and
washrooms. When people toboggan, skate, cross country ski, or snowshoe along the river, the map
directs them towards locations to pause and warm up. Currently, the Muttart Conservatory is listed as
an attraction on the map and Gallagher Park is not included.

Tobogganing

The City of Edmonton maintains six toboggan hills. A city-maintained hill has a safe run-out, safety
signage, and reduced hazards. A few of the toboggan hills are at the city’s Winter Chalets. Most of the
city hills lack washrooms and other amenities and toboggan rentals are not available anywhere.
Gallagher Park is a designated toboggan hill. Children will also toboggan on many other hills and the
City estimated there are approximately 35 toboggan hills throughout.®

Snow Tubing

In the immediate Edmonton area, snow tubing is only available at Sunridge Ski Area. Sunridge has a
magic carpet dedicated to tubing and three groomed tubing chutes. The tubing park is very popular and
sells out frequently.

Tubing is also available well outside the city at Tawatinaw Valley and Canyon Resort (see Downhill
skiing section for more about those areas).

Cross Country Skiing

Edmonton has a robust network of groomed cross country skiing trials. Groomed trails are located
throughout the city but most of the network is concentrated along the river valley park system. Trails are
groomed by the Edmonton Nordic Ski Club and the city. The city grooms trails at Victoria Golf Course,
Hawlerak Park, Riverside Golf Course, and Kinsmen Park. The Nordic Ski Club grooms the trails at

17 “Hockey Headaches Expected when Donnan Arena Closes for Repairs.” Global News. March 20, 2016.
¥ Edmonton Active Recreation & Sport Policy Current State Assessment Snapshot Report, 2013
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Gold Bar, Gold Stick, and Capilano parks — three connected parks on the eastern side of the city. The
club recently added a snowmaking system at Gold Bar Park and lights for night skiing are available at
Kinsmen Park and the Edmonton Nordic Ski Club-groomed trails. There is no user fee but the ski club
does charge membership fees for those wishing to participate in its programs, lessons, and many
events.

The Edmonton Nordic Ski Club is one of the largest cross country skiing clubs in the country. In recent
years, membership has been stagnant at about 650 members. The club offers lessons, youth and adult
racing programs, biathlon programs, and development and training groups. A separate Biathlon Center
is located at Strathcona Science Park. In the 2015 Edmonton Live Active Survey, residents requested
additional groomed cross country skiing trails.

People also cross country ski on other parks and trails in Edmonton when there is ample snow. There
are a few larger, scenic cross country ski trail systems within an hour of Edmonton as well. The
Canadian Birkebeiner, Western Canada’s premier cross country skiing event, takes place 50 km east of
Edmonton.

Fat biking

Fat biking or Winter Cycling is growing in popularity in Edmonton. Their primary use is as a commuting
tool — many Edmonton residents ride fat bikes through the winter to commute to work. Residents and
tourists also ride fat bikes recreationally along the River Valley and a few bike shops and outdoor
adventure outfitters rent fat bikes as well. In previous years, local bike shops and the city have
sponsored races, although none are occurring this year. Downhill fat biking is not available in the
region.

Snowshoeing

Many people snowshoe in Edmonton. There are a few recommended areas, but in general, the city
encourages residents to walk through untracked areas in its parks for the best experience. Snowshoe
tours and rentals are offered by the River Valley Adventure Company.

Winter Segqways

River Valley Adventure also offers winter segway tours through Fort Edmonton and the River Valley.

Snowmobiling

Those interested in snowmobiling near Alberta must head outside city. Snowmobile tours are available
in Sylvan Lake, an hour and forty-five minutes outside of the city. Ministik is a large trail system open to
snowmobilers, near South Cooking Lake.

Sleigh Rides

Sleigh rides are offered by Dick Laurin’s Hay & Sleigh Rides about 45 minutes outside the City of
Edmonton. In the winter, the interactive sleigh rides end at a warming bonfire. They also offer horse
drawn wagon tours of the Candy Cane Lane attraction and will bring the horses and sleighs to the city
for private events.
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Ice Castles

The Ice Castles are a popular winter attraction in Hawlerak Park. The castle is constructed each winter
and draws large crowds to the river valley. It is made up of about 25 million pounds of ice and has ice-
carved tunnels, fountains, and slides.

Additional Winter Recreation Activities Not Available in Edmonton
Ice climbing

For those interested in ice climbing, there are classroom courses in Edmonton with an excursion to the
mountains.

Ski Jumping
Despite Edmonton Ski Club’s history with ski jumping, there are no ski jump hills in the city. The nearest
ski jump hill is in Calgary at the Olympic Park.
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