Application Process and Qualifications
HOW DO I LEARN MORE ABOUT THE RECRUITMENT PROCESS INCLUDING QUALIFICATIONS?
Visit joinefrs.ca for regularly updated information about the Firefighter Recruitment process. Applications are open once
a year.
WHAT LEVEL OF EDUCATION IS REQUIRED?
To become a career firefighter with Edmonton Fire Rescue Services, you must have a high school diploma or equivalent.
Your literacy, numeracy and mechanical reasoning ability will be tested as part of an aptitude test. You can find resources
to help you study for the aptitude test by searching for “firefighter aptitude study guides” online in a web browser search
engine (i.e., Google, Yahoo, etc.) or accessing resources through your local library. If you need to request an
accommodation to write the aptitude test, you must provide appropriate documentation to
firefighterrecruitment@edmonton.ca before the end of the application intake period.
HOW LONG IS THE APPLICATION PROCESS?
The recruitment process takes approximately eight (8) months to complete.

ONCE I AM ACCEPTED INTO THE RECRUIT TRAINING PROGRAM, IS THE TRAINING PAID?
Yes. Recruits are paid employees of Edmonton Fire Rescue Services. Recruit training takes three (3) months to complete
after which time, your pay will increase to that of a first-year firefighter.
IS THE PHYSICAL FITNESS EXAM DIFFERENT FOR WOMEN?
No, everyone takes the same physical fitness exam. The exam is a Pass/Fail and the individual’s score is not a
determining factor when being ranked on the eligibility list.
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DO I NEED TO HAVE A SPECIFIC BODY TYPE OR PHYSICAL STATURE TO BE A FIREFIGHTER?
No, strength comes in many forms. Edmonton Fire Rescue Services needs all shapes and sizes of candidates for
different types of work - confined spaces, for example.
DOES A CRIMINAL RECORD OF ANY KIND PRECLUDE AN APPLICANT FROM BEING HIRED, OR IS IT ONLY
CONVICTIONS FOR CERTAIN TYPES OF OFFENCES?
Candidates should have a non-clear Police Check which will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis.
The City of Edmonton’s Talent Acquisition team will typically reach out to the candidate if they self-disclose on their
application that they have a non-clear Police Check in order to gain further clarity on the significance of the instance and
the timing of when this occurred. Talent Acquisition will work in conjunction with Edmonton Fire Rescue Services on how
to proceed with the candidate’s application.
MANY EMERGENCY EVENTS CAN BE TRAUMATIZING. WHAT TYPE OF SUPPORT IS AVAILABLE TO STAFF WHO HAVE
BEEN INVOLVED IN THESE TYPES OF CALLS?
Edmonton Fire Rescue Services prioritizes the physical and mental well-being of all personnel. There are many supports
available to staff including:
●
●
●
●
●

The Edmonton Fire Rescue Services’ Peer Support Team
LifeWorks - the City of Edmonton’s Employee and Family Assistance Program
City Chaplain
Edmonton Fire Rescue Services’ internal mental health and wellness app
Wounded Warriors Canada

Working as an Edmonton Firefighter
WHAT DOES THE SHIFT SCHEDULE LOOK LIKE?
It’s very colourful! Edmonton Fire Rescue Services’ shift schedule is based on a 4-platoon system which includes: 1
Platoon (YELLOW), 2 Platoon (RED), 3 Platoon (BLUE) and 4 Platoon (GREEN).
The platoon schedule is based on the ability to cover the 24-hour clock with two (2) shifts.
●
●

The Day Shift is 10 hours and runs from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
The Night shift is 14 hours and runs from 6 p.m. to 8 a.m.

Shift rotations are set to each platoon and follow a 16 Day/Night/Off rotation meaning that firefighters work 2 day shifts
and 2 night shifts followed by 2 days off, then work 2 day shifts and 2 night shifts followed by 6 days off. In a 16-calendar
day rotation, this equates to 4 day shifts, 4 night shifts and 8 days off. The 16-day rotation repeats upon completion.
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Firefighters are assigned to one of the four platoons at the start of their careers, and although not common, can be
moved to a different platoon if “OPERATIONAL NEEDS” demand it.

Culture and Vision
WHAT IS THE CULTURE LIKE AT THE CITY OF EDMONTON?
As City of Edmonton employees (working for Fire Rescue Services), there’s no question that our roles are diverse, our
backgrounds are distinct and our responsibilities are unique. All City work aligns to our corporate promise. The City is
guided by five Cultural Commitments:
●
●
●
●
●

Safe - We value, respect and protect the physical, mental and emotional well-being of each other and those we
serve.
Helpful - We care about people’s experiences. We work with them and for them to seize opportunities, address
challenges and deliver outstanding service.
Accountable - We are trusted and empowered to embrace our responsibility for our actions, decisions and
behaviours.
Integrated - We get the best results when we align our diverse ideas, knowledge and efforts in shared purpose.
Excellent - We perform to our highest standard. We passionately pursue innovation and continuously improve
ourselves, our teams and our city.

WHAT IS EDMONTON FIRE RESCUE SERVICES’ VISION?
Our vision is “to make Edmonton a safer, more livable city by providing the best fire service in North America.”
To help achieve this vision, Edmonton Fire Rescue Services has identified six vision dimensions:
●
●

●

●
●

Organization and Leadership Development - Ensure that Edmonton Fire Rescue Services is equipped to
perform both modernized operational and leadership roles.
Workplace Safety, Mental and Physical Health and Well-being - Build on existing strengths within Edmonton
Fire Rescue Services and focus on proactively addressing challenges (especially those related to mental health)
at the root-cause level.
Workplace Culture and Employee Experience - Support and foster a culture that promotes traditions and
values that contribute to citizen-focused service and expectations, models sound leadership principles, and
contributes to the accomplishment of Edmonton Fire Rescue Services’ mission.
Equity, Diversity and Inclusion - Address known issues in a systematic way, at the root-cause level.
Data- and Research-Informed Service Innovation - Use data to improve the allocation of resources, reduce risk
exposure for frontline staff, and innovate how Edmonton Fire Rescue Services approaches work.
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●

Community Connections and Relationships - Strengthen our role and relationship to the community.

Parental Leave
WHAT IS EDMONTON FIRE RESCUE SERVICES’ PARENTAL LEAVE POLICY?
Employees who are pregnant, have recently given birth, are adopting a child, or are caring for a newborn, may be eligible
for unpaid leave of absence from their employment with the City of Edmonton. Employees with 90 days of continuous
service are eligible to take maternity and paternity leave.
Maternity Leave
An employee can take up to 16 weeks of maternity leave. This is an increase of 1 week from the previous 15 weeks,
recognizing a 1 week waiting period required by Employment Insurance Benefits.
Birth mothers must take at least 6 weeks of maternity leave after birth, unless the employer agrees to an early return and
the employee provides appropriate medical documentation.
For pregnancies that end in a miscarriage or stillbirth within 16 weeks of the due date, the employee is entitled to
maternity leave. The employee is not entitled to parental leave.
Parental Leave
Birth and adoptive parents can take up to 62 weeks of unpaid parental leave. For birth mothers, this is in addition to
maternity leave. In recognition of the 1 week waiting period, this entitlement exceeds the EI benefit length by 1 week.
For details about Employment Insurance Benefits, information about the waiting period, or options to share parental
leave, please contact Service Canada directly.
WILL STARTING A FAMILY AND/OR GOING ON PARENTAL LEAVE BE A ROADBLOCK TO MAINTAINING MY SENIORITY
WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT?
No. Taking parental leave has no impact on promotions or seniority status. Edmonton Fire Rescue Services is a
seniority-based organization which offers a great work/life balance. Seniority continues to accrue while an employee is
on parental leave.

WHAT ACCOMMODATIONS CAN BE MADE FOR PREGNANT FIREFIGHTERS?
Firefighters can work with their supervisor and Disability Management Consultant to identify any limitations and
restrictions confirmed through medical information. Based on the information, the City of Edmonton will work to provide
suitable accommodations such as a temporary leave or a secondment to other areas within the branch with modified
duties.

Mentorship and Outreach Opportunities
DOES EDMONTON FIRE RESCUE SERVICES HAVE A MENTORSHIP PROGRAM?
Edmonton Fire Rescue Services is currently developing an official mentorship program for applicants. Please contact our
Outreach Team at frsoutreach@edmonton.ca if you wish to be paired with a mentor or for more information about
embarking on a career with us.
WHAT OTHER PROGRAMS DOES EDMONTON FIRE RESCUE SERVICES OFFER MY COMMUNITY?
●

Fire Cadet Program - for applicants aged 15-18; all genders included
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●
●
●
●

Fit For Fire Program - for applicants aged 18+; all genders included
Camp Inspire - for applicants aged 18+; women and gender-diverse communities (trans/non-binary/gender
non-conforming) included
Experience Days - for prospective applicants to try elements of the physical fitness test, try on bunker gear and
a Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA), as well as put out a car fire
Virtual Q&A Sessions - offered upon request to any individual or organization seeking more information about
the fire department, careers with Edmonton Fire Rescue Services, the recruitment process, initiatives like Camp
Inspire and the Fire Cadet Program, as well as to offer the fire department more information about yourself, your
organization and your community.

Diversity and Inclusion
WHAT DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION INITIATIVES EXIST AT EDMONTON FIRE RESCUE SERVICES?
●

●

●

●

●

Respect and Inclusion Advisory Committee
○ Including members at all levels from across the fire department, this committee provides advice and
recommendations , informed by research and community consultation, to the Office of the Fire Chief.
Dedicated Equity Specialist
○ Supports Edmonton Fire Rescue Services by advancing the services’ Equity, Diversity and Inclusion
plan that aligns with the pillars from The Art of Inclusion; the City of Edmonton’s Diversity and
Inclusion Framework and the Fire Chief’s Vision Dimensions. This includes support in training, GBA+,
recruitment, facility review, career promotion, and other policies, procedures and guidelines.
City of Edmonton Employee Resource Networks
○ Race&Ethnicity@theCity
○ Pride@theCity
○ Women@theCity
○ Edmonton Indigenous Employee Resource Network (EIERN)
Edmonton Fire Rescue Services’ Internal Google Site (intranet)
○ There is a Diversity and Inclusion section on the Fire Online Google Site that focuses on equity,
diversity, inclusion and anti-racism. Additionally, it highlights resources, training opportunities,
inclusion concepts, definitions, current events, and initiatives offered by the City of Edmonton and
Edmonton Fire Rescue Services.
City-Wide Anti-Racism Strategy
○ Developed in 2020, this strategy includes internal training, a learning guide for senior leadership, and a
guide for reviewing internal systems and policies.

Who to Contact
WHO CAN I CONTACT FOR MORE INFORMATION OR ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS?
● Firefighter Recruitment Process: firefighterrecruitment@edmonton.ca
● Fire Outreach Programs and Initiatives: frsoutreach@edmonton.ca
● Diversity & Inclusion: sandra.moreno@edmonton.ca
● City of Edmonton Benefits: 3-1-1
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