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Opportunities
e Design the roadway that allows for transit operations that are consistent
to other residential and collector roadways in Edmonton
e When the area is up for permanent renewal, ETS can review for any

additional route or bus stop changes

School Bus Routes

There are four schools along Hermitage Road:
e Homesteader School
e Overlanders School
e St. Maria Goretti School

e C(Clareview Head Start

School buses use Hermitage Road throughout the project area to either pick up
or drop students at one of the schools, or to pick up and drop off students who
live in nearby neighbourhoods to other schools outside of the neighbourhood. In
this case, school buses often will pick up and drop off students at existing transit

stops.

There are no schools located along 40 Street.

Parking

Hermitage Road

Parking is located along Hermitage Road in most areas along the north and south
sides of Hermitage Road. Exceptions include in ETS or school bus stop zones,
near fire hydrants, near intersections and stop signs and accesses. Some of these

locations have signage and some do not.

As part of Bylaw 5590, a vehicle should not be parked:
e On a crosswalk or within five meters of a marked crosswalk
e Within five metres of a stop or yield sign
e Within five metres of an intersection
e Within five metres of a fire hydrant

e Within 1.5 metres of any access, i.e to a driveway
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The parking areas along Hermitage Road are part of a seasonal restriction, where

a parking ban can be declared during the winter season with eight hours notice

and remain in effect until the road has been cleared.

3| SEASONAL |

“‘—z From a review of Hermitage Road, it is observed that there is low parking usage
along areas where homes flank or back onto Hermitage Road and do not have
direct access (i.e. are fenced), as parking for these residences is located along
local roads in front of the residences. Other areas that may have low parking
usage are areas that have on site parking such as commercial areas and the
Soccer Centre. Areas that see high parking usage include areas where homes face

Hermitage Road as well as areas near school during drop off and pick up hours.

It is observed that in areas where parking is permitted but where cars are not
parked, the roadway appears very wide and could be confused as two travel
lanes, when it is meant for one travel lane with parking. This perception can

contribute to speeding along the roadway.

40 Street
Parking is not permitted along 40 Street in the current project area from

Hermitage Road to south of 131 Avenue.

Opportunities

e To retain parking areas where they are most utilized i.e. where homes
face the roadway.

e Toremove parking areas where parking usage is low i.e. where homes
back onto the roadway.

e To make the driving and parking lanes clear to reduce confusion.

e Repurpose parking areas where parking usage is low for other modes of
travel i.e. walking, rolling, biking or for beautification.

e To physically define where parking is not permitted per Bylaw 5590 and

enhance safety near marked crosswalks.

Truck Routes

Both Hermitage Road and 40 Street are not designated truck routes. The nearest

truck routes exist along 50 Street and along Yellowhead Trail.
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Along Hermitage Road and 40 Street there are some commercial areas. If these
commercial areas are a destination for deliveries and the destinations are not
along a truck route, trucks are to take the shortest distance from their truck route
to and from their destination. This means that for deliveries to the commercial
area on Hermitage Road and 40 Street a delivery truck should access the

commercial site to and from 50 Street.

Utilities
A review of surface level utilities within the project areas include communications
infrastructure (purple), power and streetlights (red), drainage (green) and water

(blue). Any updates to the roadway should consider proximity to surface level

utilities and work with the utility companies if required.

Previous Feedback

The Safe Mobility section of City Operations keeps a record of inquiries that are
emailed to them or forwarded from 311 that are directly related to safe mobility.
These inquiries were reviewed during the Gathering Information phase of this

project.

Within the neighbourhoods of Homesteader, Overlanders and Canon Ridge, Safe
Mobility received about 90 inquiries between 2009 and 2023. The themes of
these inquiries include:

e Speeding issues along Hermitage Road

e Speeding issues along 40 Street

e Questions as to why the speed limit is 40 km/hr

e (rossing issues and speeding along both Hermitage Road and 40 Street

including locations near Hooke Road, Habitat Crescent, Hermitage Road

and 40 Street intersection, Huffman Crescent and Hooper Crescent
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ADVISE: The public is
consulted by the City to
share feedback and
perspectives that are

considered for projects.

There were 284 unique

views to the project website.

February 2024

Speeding and safety issues in playground zones at St. Maria Goretti
School, Overlanders School and Clareview Head Start

People not observing the all-way stop

Observing poor driver behaviour

Issues with biking on the sidewalk

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT SUMMARY AND RESULTS

What We Talked About

In November 2023, residents and stakeholders were invited to advise the project

team to share their lived experiences and suggestions for improvements

travelling on 40 Street, Hermitage Road and the intersection of 40 Street and

Hermitage Road while you drive, walk, bike or roll.

How We Communicated

The project team communicated about public engagement opportunities in the

Gathering Information phase of the project to stakeholders, residents and

organizations via the following methods:

7,536 letters to residents and businesses

4,064 copies of a newsletter to residents and businesses that was
combined with the Overlanders and Homesteader Neighbourhood
Renewal Project

Emails to 26 stakeholders

40 yard signs

Two informational web pages including edmonton.ca/Towards40Projects
with 284 unique views, and edmonton.ca/Towards40 with 221 unique

views.

How We Engaged

Both online and in-person engagement opportunities were provided to the public

to ensure a broad reach and diversity of voices in the engagement process.

An online survey was available on the project website between November 22,
2023 through to December 13, 2023. Over 200 participants provided their

feedback through the online survey.
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“I have almost been hit twice
crossing the street in a
marked crosswalk with the
pedestrian lights flashing.”

- Towards 40 participant

In-person public engagement event was held at St. Maria Goretti School on
November 29, 2023 in coordination with the Overlanders and Homesteader

Neighbourhood Renewal Project attended by 53 participants.

What We Heard

Through the Gathering Information public engagement phase, respondents
shared their feedback on their lived experience, observations and opportunities
for improvements within the project areas whether they drive, bike, walk or roll.
The following is a summary of some common themes we heard:
e Speeding and dangerous driving
e People who drive are tailgating and honking behind vehicles driving the
speed limit
e People who bike are using sidewalks instead of bike lanes
e People who drive are not observing the all-way stop or playground zones
e People who walk are feeling unsafe to cross 40 Street and Hermitage
Road with children

The tables and summaries below reflect further on the common themes
identified for each of the following modes of travel (driving, walking/rolling
and biking) along 40 Street, Hermitage Road and through the 40 Street and
Hermitage Road intersection. Some totals may exceed 100% due to rounding

and respondents’ ability to select multiple answers.

40 Street
What improvements could you suggest to make Driving, Walking or Rolling, Biking

along 40 Street more comfortable?

Driving Walking/ Biking
Rolling

% Increase speed % Flashing % Shared pathway
limit crosswalk

% Flashing stop % Widen % Remove bike
sign sidewalks lane

% Remove bike % Curb % Protected bike
lanes extension lane

% Enforcement %  Wayfinding

< Remove street
parking
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“Return speed limit to
original 50km/h.

- Towards 40 participant

% Visibility of all
way stop

Safety rating:
When travelling along 40 Street (driving, walking/rolling and biking) how safe do

you feel?

204 respondents shared their safety rating as follows: 46% very safe, 26%

safe, 15% neutral, 8% unsafe, 4% very unsafe, 1% not applicable.

Safety rating reason:

Respondents shared that the wide roads and sidewalks make them feel safe.
They also noted that encampments along Kennedale Ravine make them feel
unsafe to hike or cycle to Hermitage Park. Respondents also highlighted that
obscured sightlines make it difficult to make left turns onto 40 Street

especially on event days when lots of pedestrians are crossing.

While travelling along 40 Street...

...respondents felt unsafe due to: ...respondents felt safe due to:

2

%  Wide roads

0,

% Speeding

% Sign always flashing 50 km/h % Wide sidewalks

% Street parking along the
church causing blindspots

% People who bike using
sidewalks instead of bike lanes

% Bike lanes not maintained

% Ravine crossing not well
marked, posing a safety risk
for children

% People who drive tailgating
and honking if one drives at
40 km/h

% Missing 40 km/h sign south of

Harrow Road
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% Traffic congestion-
Walmart-bound traffic on 40
street increases volumes

< Painted center median is not

followed

Hermitage Road
What improvements could you suggest to make Driving, Walking or Rolling, Biking

along Hermitage Road more comfortable?

Driving Walking/ Rolling Biking

% Enforcement % Crosswalk/ % Shared

flashlights pathway

% Maintain speed % No need for % Protected bike
limit improvements lane

% Flashing % Marked % No need for
crosswalk crosswalk improvements

“I mostly drive it. Main % Repaint lanes

concern is excessive speed & Photo radar

and its effect on
% Speed limit

pedestrians, which include signs

school age children....”

- Towards 40 participant Safety rating:
When travelling along Hermitage Drive (driving, walking/rolling and biking) how

safe do you feel?

199 respondents shared their safety rating as follows: 45% very safe, 30%

safe, 14% neutral, 8% unsafe, 4% very unsafe, 1% not applicable.

Safety rating reason:

Wide streets with sidewalks, marked crosswalks and the new all-way stop sign
were the main reasons given by respondents for the very safe and safe ratings
for Hermitage Drive. Another safety rating reason given by the respondents

was that the road is good as is and it makes them feel safe.
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“Paint lane lines where the
road widens, as it
sometimes is used as a two
lane road with vehicles
travelling side by side in the
same direction.”

- Towards 40 participant

February 2024

While travelling along Hermitage Road...

...respondents felt unsafe due to:

...respondents felt safe or very safe
due to:

% Speeding close to playground
% Photo radar does not work
% People who drive not
following the rules of the
road by ignoring the
school zones speed limit
% Tailgating
% Encampments
% Poor sightlines;
> People who drive
eastbound turning left
at Victoria Trail and
Hermitage (poor
sitelines)
> People who drive
westbound goes up
the hill and you can't

see them

< Wide streets with sidewalks
< Marked crosswalks

% All-way stop sign

40 Street and Hermitage Road

What improvements could you suggest to make Driving, Walking or Rolling, Biking

through the intersection at 40 Street and Hermitage Road more comfortable?

Driving Walking/ Biking
Rolling
% Traffic lights % Crosswalk % Traffic lights
flash/lights
% Lighting/ % No “ No improvements
flashing stop improvement needed
signs needed
% Awareness % Traffic lights % Crosswalk
campaigns flash/lights

« Remove stop
sign

% Shared pathway
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“Traffic tends to speed
through these areas and not
follow traffic signs such as
stop signs and crosswalks.”

- Towards 40 participant

“Needs flashing cross lights
to ensure drivers are aware
they are at a crossing, not
just a traffic stop sign. Plus
there is a playground, a
school, and retail—much
foot traffic.”

- Towards 40 participant

< Roundabout < Painted bike lane

Safety rating:
When travelling along 40 Street and Hermitage Road (driving, walking/rolling and
biking) how safe do you feel?

194 respondents shared their safety rating as follows: 42% very safe, 22%

safe, 17% neutral, 13% unsafe, 5% very unsafe, 1% not applicable

Safety rating reason:
We heard that the main reasons why respondents feel unsafe when travelling
through the intersection at 40 Street and Hermitage Road were due to:
% Lack of awareness by people who drive on how to navigate the all way
stop
% Lack of traffic lights
% People who drive are not coming to a complete stop
% Speeding and dangerous driving; people who drive westbound on 40
Street do not stop at the intersection and go the wrong direction to enter
the townhouse parking
% Dangerous intersection for crossing with children
« Congestion
% U-turns: Residents of townhouses west of the intersection take U-turns to

go northbound on Hermitage

Stakeholder Engagement

Stakeholder engagements were carried out on January 25, 2024, December 8 and
12, 2023 respectively, with school and transportation planners at Clareview Head
Start, ESCD, St. Maria Goretti School and EPSB, Homesteader School to

understand their traffic safety concerns around 40 Street and Hermitage Road.

St. Maria Goretti School and transportation planners expressed their interest in
seeing future Towards 40 measures that accommodate the yellow school buses

along Hermitage Road.

The Clareview Head Start and Homesteader School planners highlighted the

following traffic safety concerns for 40 Street and Hermitage road:
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“A three-way stop sign was
implemented last year and
people continuously disobey
it and proceed without
stopping. I've seen near
collisions as a result.”

- Towards 40 participant

Traffic safety concerns Suggestions for improvement
% Speeding % Enforcement of speed limit, to
% People who drive making slow down people who drive
u-turns during pick up/drop because the intersection is
off near a park and daycare

2
0‘0

% People who drive cutting Installation of traffic lights

2
0‘0

through traffic Raised crosswalk along
% Unclear signage at Hermitage Road

intersections

OPPORTUNITIES & CONSIDERATIONS FOR DRAFT
DESIGN

Several design opportunities were considered when reviewing all of the
information contained in this report and will be considered in the draft design.

These opportunities include:

e Extending the project limit on Hermitage Road from 50 Street to west of
Hermitage Park Road

e Providing a safe and protected experience for all modes of travel for
those who walk, roll, bike and drive to area destinations that include
commercial areas and schools

e (Creating a driving environment that supports slow speeds

e Supporting the student and school population that both live in the
neighbourhoods and/or attend the schools in the neighbourhoods

e Providing safe crossings for all demographics using measures that create
visual awareness for drivers at pedestrian crossings and playground
zones

e Ensuring that passenger vehicles, ETS buses, school buses and emergency
vehicles have the appropriate driving space designed to current
standards

e Defining the driving lane to avoid confusion, especially in areas where
cars are not parked

e Reviewing the signalized intersections and non signalized intersections (at

Hermitage Road and 50 Street, 40 Street and Victoria Trail) to simplify and



46  City of Edmonton

Improving these areas will
ensure that all
Edmontonians using these
roadways, regardless of
how they travel, will get to
where they're going safely.

February 2024

streamline movement through the intersection for people who walk, bike
or drive.

Reviewing mid-block crossings to ensure visible sightlines

Including a space for bikes along Hermitage Road that connects to all the
other established and planned bike routes that connect to Hermitage
Road and consider bike facilities for all ages and abilities

Considering separation for bikes from cars to the existing bike route
along 40 Street

Reducing crossing distance for those crossing the roadway

Designing the roadway that allows for transit operations that are
consistent to other residential and collector roadways in Edmonton
Retaining parking areas where they are most utilized, remove parking

areas where parking usage is low and repurpose these areas for other

things i.e. walking, rolling, biking or for beautification
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WHAT IS NEXT

Based on the information provided in the Background Report, which includes
what the project team collected on the project areas and what we heard during
public engagement, the project team will be Creating Draft Design using

adaptable measures for the project area.

The project team will share the draft design for the project areas through public
engagement opportunities in the Sharing Draft Design project phase, where the
public can ADVISE the project team of their feedback.

Towards 40 Roadmap @

Gathering Information
BACKGROUND i i
Edmontonians share their REPORT Creating Draft Designs

experience through public : v The City creates road design
engagement opportunities while Outlines what the City heard from the options to encourage safer driving
the City gathers technical data. public and the technical data collected. based oninformation gathered.

. WHAT WE Sharing
Sharing DECIDED Draft Design
Final Design REPORT The project team
Final designs are shared and Shows how the x shares the draft
show how adaptable measures project team arrived Updating jesigns withthe
will be used. at the final design. Design public for feedback.

1
ﬁ_‘(

Installing

Adaptable Evaluating a EVALUATION
Measures the Changes REPORT

Adaptable measures are Residents provide feedback through Outlines how driving behaviour
implemented after residents  public engagement while the City collects andlived experiences have

are notified in advance. technical data. changed since Installation.






