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Message from His Worship  
Mayor Don Iveson
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On behalf of City Council and the people of Edmonton, welcome to our city 
for the 2018 Communities in Bloom.

With North America’s longest stretch of urban parkland and our beautiful 
river valley, Edmonton’s communities are full of nature and residents 
experience a strong connection with the environment. The City works 
towards sustainability and resilience, promoting an environmental vision 
for Edmontonians to find inspiration and to take action in their community. 
From urban agriculture to neighbourhood development and revitalization 
and urban forestry programs, Edmontonians are committed to cultivating 
civic pride, environmental responsibility and beautification through 
community involvement.

This year we’re thrilled to be putting in place a number of innovative 
initiatives. Most notably this is the second year of our Goat Works program 
that sees a rambunctious herd of goats used in place of traditional 
herbicides. We’re also excited about our new Vacant Lots for Urban 
Agriculture program that transforms small unused plots of land throughout 
the city into small neighbourhood gardens.

I thank this year’s national judges; I’m delighted you have taken the time to 
visit Edmonton. I hope you like what you see! Edmontonians are passionate 
about their community and are proud to call our city home. Best wishes for a 
pleasant and enjoyable stay in Alberta’s Capital City.

 

Don Iveson

Mayor

Edmonton in Bloom 
Executive Summary
In 2017, Edmonton was evaluated in the 
International Challenge and took home 
first place for Canada 150 Category with 
a special mention for the Mosaic Building 
in the Summerside neighbourhood.

Background
Communities in Bloom (CiB),  
is a national program that 
fosters green spaces, 
environmental responsibility, 
and community engagement.

People, plants, and pride… 
growing together.

This program encourages projects that make Edmonton 
beautiful and increases the local profile.

Since 1995, the City of Edmonton has participated in CiB 
alongside the largest municipalities in Canada. Edmonton 
won the national award in 1997, 2000, and 2009, and the 
international award in 2016.

Edmonton in Bloom

2018 Edmonton 
in Bloom 
Directory

The EiB Directory is an overview 
of initiatives that make Edmonton 
beautiful and livable. The CiB 
judges use the EiB Directory for 
their evaluation. It is distributed to 
partners and online at 
edmonton.ca/eib.

CiB Tour with 
national 
judges

During their tour, judges meet with 
coordinators, community groups 
and citizens to understand our 
vibrant city. 

Edmonton in 
Bloom Awards

The EiB awards will be held at the 
Oasis Centre (10930 177 Street, 
Edmonton) on August 22, 2018, from 
7-9pm. Awards will be presented 
to recognize tidiness, fruit heroes, 
community gardens, businesses in 
bloom, urban forestry, permaculture, 
Winterscapes and the winners of 
Front Yards in Bloom. Over 300 
people attend the annual awards 
ceremony.

Front Yards in 
Bloom 2017

Edmontonians nominated 6,147 
yards for Front Yards in Bloom 
in 2017! Over 300 volunteers 
participated in sign delivery 
and yard judging.
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Edmonton had an excellent growing season in 2017. 
Plenty of rain helped to keep things green.

Meanwhile, City Council supports a long-term vision of a 
vibrant, livable, and sustainable Edmonton. The strategic 
goals outlined by The Way Ahead are to:

	 Preserve and Sustain Edmonton’s Environment

	 Improve Edmonton’s Livability

	 Transform Edmonton’s Urban Form

	 Shift Edmonton’s Transportation Modes

	 Ensure Edmonton’s Financial Sustainability

	 Diversify Edmonton’s Economy

Edmonton is in the process of developing and implementing 
several major planning documents which set direction, guide 
decisions and align the priorities of the City of Edmonton. 

The City Vision paints a picture of how we imagine our city 
will look in 2040. Transforming Edmonton delivers on the 
City Vision; it is the way that the City’s administration will 
work towards change and improvements to bring our City 
Vision to life.

The Way Ahead Strategic Plan is comprised of six strategic 
plans, each of which addresses one of the City of Edmonton’s 
strategic goals:

	 The Way We Grow - Municipal Development Plan

	 The Way We Move - Transportation Master Plan

	 The Way We Live - Edmonton’s People Plan

	 The Way We Green - Environmental Strategic Plan

	 The Way We Prosper - Economic Development Plan

	 The Way We Finance - Financial Sustainability Plan

About 
Edmonton 
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Action Plan 
for Edmonton 
in Bloom
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Edmonton engages with partners in a variety of strategies through the Edmonton in Bloom program – with 
businesses, community groups, institutions, residents, and our municipal government.

The partnership between the City of Edmonton and the Edmonton Horticultural Society (EHS) provides the 
foundation for our efforts under the Edmonton in Bloom Council Initiative – representing the municipality 
and residents. Both organizations deliver programs that engage community and enhance our green spaces. 
Examples of these include: Front Yards in Bloom, the Edmonton in Bloom Awards, and Communities in Bloom.

Other programs such as community gardens, Root for Trees, Capital City Clean Up, Bloomin’ Boulevards, 
and Partners in Parks involve Edmontonians and Edmonton businesses in helping to make Edmonton flourish.

Hosting the national judges with Communities in Bloom allows local partners and groups to showcase their 
successes. The Edmonton in Bloom Awards brings these groups together to highlight their exceptional 
achievements.

Strong partnerships are at the heart of Edmonton in Bloom – creating a movement across municipal 
departments, private sectors, and our city – to make Edmonton more livable, sustainable, and beautiful.

 Facts about Edmonton 

 Geography 
Alberta’s capital is situated along the North Saskatchewan River with over 160 kilometres of multi-use trails and urban green 
space 22 times larger than the size of Central Park in New York City. Edmonton is located at the geographic centre of Alberta 
and is a three-hour drive north from Calgary and four hours east from Jasper National Park in the Rocky Mountains.

Municipality: Edmonton

Population: 899,447 (2016 census)

Total area: 699.8 km2 (270.2 square miles)

Parks and green spaces area as a % of total area: 19% (13,318 ha)

Municipal budget: $2.5 billion	

Parks budget as a % of municipal budget: 3.5%



Initiatives to support

Tidiness

Annual Spring Street Cleaning	    
City crews swept 6,878 km of roadway in the spring of 2018 to 
remove debris left from the winter season.  80% of the street sand 
collected is recycled and re-used on roadways in later years. 	

Pets in the City	  
Responsible Pet Ownership run by the Animal Care & Control Centre is 
an annual public education campaign about responsible pet ownership, 
cleaning up after pets, and keeping Edmonton’s park system clean and safe. 
The slogan “They Poop – You Scoop” encourages off-leash park users to pick 
up. 

Cigarette Litter Reduction
Edmonton smokers are taking more care with their cigarettes. The Capital 
City Clean Up program introduced a Cigarette Butt and Litter Education and 
Enforcement Strategy in 2013, and the 2017 Litter Audit indicates a 10% reduction 
in the number of butts dropped on the ground from 2016 to 2017.

Safe Needle Disposal	    
A safe needle disposal toolkit of information is available on edmonton.ca. Some 
pharmacies offer needle take-back programs and Eco Stations accept used needles, 
syringes and lancets from households. Needles can also be returned to Streetworks, a free 
needle service which exchanges almost a million needles annually.
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capital city clean up 
(cccu)
Since 2005, Capital City Clean Up has emerged as the City’s comprehensive strategy to reduce and 
prevent litter and graffiti and make Edmonton a clean, safe and livable city. This public education 
and engagement program has nurtured a strong volunteer base, established a number of successful 
initiatives, and built strong, positive relationships with key City departments.

Litter Management
This component of CCCU addresses behaviours related to litter in the community. This program 
continues to improve with increased participation by Edmontonians at all levels as volunteers, school 
and community associations and corporate sponsors. 

	 #CleanCanadaTogether

Edmonton has joined forces with other communities across Canada to see how much litter 
and debris we can all clean up this spring a part of #CleanCanadaTogether.

	 Big Bin Events

These events, which take place over 12 weekends from May to September, encourage 
residents to dispose of large, bulky items for free and thereby discourage illegal dumping. 
The 2017 Big Bin Events had 11,322 visitors and accepted 1,277 tonnes of material (down 
from 1,796 tonnes in 2016).

	 Community Bin Grants

Grants, to a maximum of $600, help community groups organize “mini” Big Bin events in their 
community to get rid of large, bulky garbage items.

	 Business Supporting Community

This initiative offers Edmonton-based companies a unique opportunity to combat litter while 
supporting local non-profit groups. Participating businesses pay organizations for litter 
cleanup as a unique fundraising opportunity. 

	 Junior Wildlife Ambassador Program

In partnership with the Wildlife Rehabilitation Society of Edmonton, Capital City Clean Up 
provides an innovative school program that shows children how they can make a difference 
in their environment. Elementary students become Junior Wildlife Ambassadors after 
learning how to minimize their impact on the wildlife in their area through litter reduction 
and other techniques.  

	 Litter Audit 2017

Edmonton’s litter audit has been reporting randomized litter surveys since 2009. The 2017 
litter audit averaged 7.2 items found per measured site, as compared to 11.1 in 2016.

	 Litter Cleanup Kit

	 Capital City Clean Up offers free litter cleanup kits to 
Edmonton residents, businesses and community groups 
looking to pick up litter in their neighbourhood. The public can 
pick up a clean up kit at 12 participating locations.

	 North Saskatchewan River Clean Up

Litter in the river is unsightly and affects the ecology of our 
river. City crews remove floating debris around bridges and 
close to shore.  CCCU also works with various recreational 
groups that frequent the river under the “Eyes of the River” 
initiative. These groups assist by reporting debris or material 
found floating in the river.

	 Schoolyard Clean Up Program

Every spring when the snow melts, schoolyards need extra 
attention to be clean and safe.  All students are encouraged to 
put litter in its place and show school pride by the slogan: “Just Can It.”  Participating schools 
are recognized by the City and the tidiest schoolyards receive cash prizes. In 2017, 104 
schools and more than 24,000 students registered to participate.

	 Total Look of Clean for Edmonton Downtown Alleys

The City enhances street cleaning, sidewalks and back alleys of business districts in the 
downtown core using an over-sized litter vacuum called a MadVac. More than 200 businesses 
in the pilot area currently benefit from the Total Look of Clean program. Benefits of this 
program include enticing more foot traffic and generating new business, as well as creating 
new research opportunities in waste management and recycling. 
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Graffiti Management (CCCU)
This program to reduce the incidence of graffiti vandalism in Edmonton is supported by CCCU and 
enforced through the Community Standards Bylaw 14600, which requires property owners to remove 
graffiti from their property within a reasonable time. It promotes the benefits of a graffiti-free 
community and implements strategies to remove and keep graffiti off of Edmonton’s properties. 
Ongoing communication with Edmonton Police Service ensures a coordinated approach to prevention, 
community engagement, removal, and enforcement. 

	 Bylaw Enforcement

As part of the Community Standards Branch, CCCU covers costs of hiring four seasonal 
municipal enforcement officers to inspect graffiti offenses and issue notifications to 
property owners about graffiti vandalism. As part of their work, officers inform owners 
about support programs offered by CCCU.  

	 Giants of Edmonton Murals

Murals promote alternatives to graffiti vandalism through public art. Street murals create 
pride of place, encourage pedestrian traffic, and discourage graffiti. Twelve murals on 
private and public structures have been painted on large walls donated by local property 
owners, recognizing the people, places and things that make Edmonton great.

	 Community Mural Matching Grant Program

Since 2010, this program has offered grants to support 
non-profit community agencies to develop over 50 murals 
on private and public structures. The goal is to deter graffiti 
and create a shared responsibility for graffiti prevention in 
Edmonton. 

	 Professional Cleaning Program

Reporting and removing graffiti quickly is one of the best ways to 
prevent graffiti from reoccurring. CCCU offers up to $750 worth 
of professional graffiti cleaning assistance to property owners 
in Edmonton. By following the 3Rs (Record, Report & Remove) to 
eliminate graffiti vandalism, Edmontonians are becoming effective 
partners in creating a safer, more welcoming City for everyone.
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Operational 
Commitment 
Enviso – ISO 14001	    
Enviso is the City’s environmental management system, based on the 
international standard ISO 14001. Enviso provides a systematic method 
for managing and improving environmental performance through 
documentation of City operations, compliance with regulations, and 
release reporting and control. 	

Greenhouse Gas Emissions Management Plan	 
The Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Management Plan proposes a strategy for reducing 
emissions from City operations. This will contribute to Edmonton’s long-term goal 
of carbon-neutrality. The plan is aimed at achieving a 50% reduction in GHG emissions 
from City operations by 2030 (from 2005 levels). Strategies outlined in the plan include 
building retrofits, changes to roadway lighting, reduction of emissions by the City’s 
municipal fleet and increases in the City’s urban forest canopy cover. 

Energy Transition Plan
Traditionally Edmonton has been dependent on non-renewable energy sources.  Edmonton’s 
Community Energy Transition Strategy was released in August 2015 paving the way to energy 
reduction and ecologically responsible energy sourcing.

Energy Management Revolving Fund	   
In 1995, the City of Edmonton created a revolving fund aimed at energy retrofits of City facilities.  
The $30 million fund is set aside for energy efficiency projects such as upgrades to lighting, heating, 
cooling and ventilation systems and envelope upgrades. 

LED Street Lighting	  
Replacement of existing High Pressure Sodium Street Lights with LED Street Lights began in residential 
areas in 2011, and the installation of LED Street Lights was completed in over 90 communities by the end of 
2017. Conversion from the conventional street lighting to LED technology will result in power consumption 
reductions between 40% and 60% per light.

Initiatives to support

Environmental 
Action
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Building and 
Development
EnerGuide for Homes: Spot the Difference initiative
The goal of the EnerGuide for Homes: Spot the Difference initiative is to create awareness of energy 
use in the home and make greenhouse gases and energy use in homes more visible for everyone. As of 
June 22, 2017 the City of Edmonton is providing a $400 rebate to owners of existing homes who have 
had an EnerGuide evaluation done on their home, and who sign up to share their energy rating and 
label on an interactive map. 

Blatchford Redevelopment	      
Located on the site of Edmonton’s former City Centre Airport, the new Blatchford community will 

be home to up to 30,000 Edmontonians living, working and learning in a sustainable community 
that uses 100% renewable energy, is carbon neutral, significantly reduces its ecological 

footprint and empowers residents to pursue a range of sustainable lifestyle choices.

LEED Commitment by the City of Edmonton
Since 2008, all new City-owned buildings and major renovations have been 

designed and constructed to meet LEED Silver Standard as a minimum.  Notable 
features of these buildings include use of rainwater for irrigation, grey water 

use in toilets, reduced site disturbance and pollution, and recycling.

Low Impact Development	    
As Edmonton grows and more land is developed in the city and 

surrounding areas, the function of the natural water cycle is 
altered. Low impact development mimics natural hydrology 

(movement of water) by managing storm water close to 
its source. The LID program has approved a new design 

guideline and maintenance standard for LID landscapes 
in the City, as well as published a public map so citizens 

can see where LID projects exist. 

Transportation
Edmonton Transit System (ETS)
The vision of ETS is to be a fully integrated, progressive, easy-to-use public transit system that 
supports economic development and improves the quality of life in Edmonton. Edmonton Transit 
has a key role in a sustainable community and its commitment to sound environmental practices 
have been recognized with its ISO 14001 certification. 

Bicycle Parking	
Public bicycle parking along road right-of-way is provided throughout the city and typically 
occurs along major commercial roads (e.g. Whyte Avenue, Jasper Avenue) and near businesses 
or institutions. 

Bike Box	  
In September 2012 the City installed Edmonton’s first bike box, and constructed two more in 
2014. The bike boxes allow cyclists to clear the intersection ahead of cars, making cyclists 
more visible, and help motorists and pedestrians watch out for each other.

ETS Modern Diesel Buses
All Edmonton transit diesel buses are now powered by ultra-low sulphur diesel (ULSD) fuel. 
This change has reduced the emission of sulphur dioxide and enables the use of emission 
control technology to achieve the 2007 EPA emission standard.

LRT (Light Rail Transit) 
Edmonton’s electricity-powered train system carries over 95,000 riders a day. The system 
covers over 21km, 94 LRT cars and 18 stations. Expanding the LRT network is one way that 
Edmonton will meet objectives of The Way We Move: Transportation Master Plan. Expansions 
to the LRT system currently underway are expected to significantly increase ridership and 
reduce the negative environmental impacts of the Edmonton transportation system.

Bikes on ETS	
Bike racks are available on major east-west and north-south bus routes and on the LRT 
outside of peak hours. Bicycle parking areas are available at many Transit Centres and 
LRT Stations. 
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Multi-Use Trail Corridor Network	   
The Multi-Use Trail Corridor provides a 10 year plan to implement a network of multi-use trails 
across Edmonton. The multi-use trail network offers convenient access and linkages to all sectors 
of Edmonton in a secure, economically feasible and aesthetically pleasing manner.  Since 2009, 
Edmonton has had more than 160 kilometers of maintained multi-use trails.

On-Street Bicycle Routes	   
66 km of bike routes were built from 2010-2016. The new downtown bike network was installed in 
spring of 2017 and features 7.8 km of protected bike lanes and shared-use paths with vibrant flower 
planters. The new grid reaches within two blocks of many destinations and provides opportunities 
for people of all ages and abilities to cycle to different events, festivals and destinations in our city’s 
core. Various other bike routes in Edmonton connect to LRT stations, the river valley, parks, schools, 
recreation centres, sports fields, the U of A and across major highways.

Transit Oriented Development (TOD)	    
Transit Oriented Development concentrates housing, shopping, and employment along a network of 
walkable and bikeable streets within a five-minute walk (400 metres) in any direction of a transit 
station. Over the next 30 years TOD has the potential to promote a transition to public and active 
transportation and transform neighbourhoods around LRT stations and Transit Centres into vibrant 
hubs of mixed-use activity that bring people together.

Walk Edmonton	   
Walk Edmonton supports neighbourhood initiatives, engages Edmontonians in creating a pedestrian 
friendly community, advocating and working for change in civic policies, programs, standards, and 
practices to enhance walkability in Edmonton.

Wayfinding Project
As the first step to this new project, the City has installed prototype wayfinding signs to test it as 
a tool to support people finding their way around the City as they walk, cycle, or use transit. The 
Wayfinding Project as a whole will include an integrated system of maps, apps, and signs to help in 
navigating the City more effectively without cars.

Waste 
Management
Eco Stations
Four stations provide Edmontonians a central location to bring household 
hazardous wastes, bulky waste items (like old sofas), and recyclables. The 
Ambleside Eco Station also features a Reuse Area where items such as 
furniture, appliances, and electronics are set out for a limited time for pickup 
by other residents.

Edmonton Waste Management Centre (EWMC)	     
The 233-hectare EWMC is North America’s largest complex of modern, sustainable 
waste processing and research facilities. The EWMC diverts roughly 60% of 
residential waste from landfills. This rate of diversion will rise to 90% with the 
operation of the Waste-to-Biofuels Facility. 

	 Construction & Demolition Recycling Facility

Opened in 2012, this is first facility of its kind in Alberta. The facility sorts loads 
of mixed construction and demolition waste into various categories.

	 Edmonton Composting Facility & Co-Composter

Since 2000, the Edmonton Composting Facility has used the organic waste collected 
from city households and biosolids (sewage sludge) as resources to create compost. 
Covering 25 hectares, the Edmonton Composting Facility is the largest of its kind in 
North America.

To neutralize odours generated by the composting facility, air from the composter is 
channeled through a bed of wood chips, created from trees collected through the City’s 
Christmas tree recycling program.
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	 Proposed Anaerobic Digestion Facility (ADF)

This facility will expand the City’s organics waste processing capacity and contribute to 
the goal of diverting 90% of waste from landfill. It will also create renewable energy in the 
form of electricity and heat, and produce high quality compost for agriculture. The ADF is 
scheduled to be in operation by the end of 2018.

	 GEEP Electric and Electronic Waste Recycling Facility	

GEEP is Edmonton’s Global Electric and Electronic Processing facility, which processes more 
than 30,000 tonnes per year of old computers, televisions, and a wide range of electrical and 
electronic waste materials for recycling.

	 Materials Recovery Facility (MRF)

The MRF, a recycling plant capable of processing 70,000 tonnes/year, is one of the most 
advanced plants in North America for recycling mixed materials.  It processes all types 
of recyclables accepted in the City’s Blue Bag, Blue Bin and Recycling Depot 
collection programs.

	 Waste-to-Biofuels Facility

The first of its kind in the world, this is an an industrial-scale waste-to-biofuels facility 
that turns household garbage into biofuels and biochemicals. It was built and is owned and 
operated by Enerkem Alberta Biofuels, a subsidiary of Enerkem. Using Enerkem’s proprietary 
technology, it can convert 100,000 dry tonnes of municipal solid waste into 38 million litres 
of biofuels and chemicals annually. This helps Alberta reduce its greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions, and brings the City of Edmonton closer  to its waste diversion goal. 

	 Edmonton Waste Management Centre of Excellence (EWMCE)	    

This Centre is a world leader in research and training on waste and wastewater management 
with sites at both the EWMC and Gold Bar Wastewater Treatment Plant. Both sites allow for 
testing, researching and piloting under laboratory conditions.

Recycling	  	   
Recyclables are collected through three programs: blue bags for single family homes, blue bins at 
apartments/condos and 20 depots located primarily at shopping centres. Apartment, condo and 
residential residents take part in the Blue Bins and Blue Bags on garbage day recycling program, with 
more than 93% voluntary participation among residents. 

Reuse Centre & Reuse Fairs	   
The Reuse Centre accepts reusable items free of charge year-round and makes them available to 
organizations and citizens. The centre promotes the benefits of reuse, provides affordable items to 
organizations and individuals and diverts waste from the landfill.  Reuse Fairs are one-day events 
where unwanted but reusable items are collected and passed on to charities, non-profits, artists 
and schools.

Waste Reduction Public Education	     
Edmonton Waste Management Services (WMS) focuses not only on effectively processing 
Edmontonians’ waste, but also on encouraging residents to voluntarily reduce the amount 
of waste they produce weekly. Accordingly, WMS offers several educational and public outreach 
programs. 

Backyard Compost Education Centre	
Located at the John Janzen Nature Centre, the Backyard Compost Education Centre is a staffed 
site offering drop-in and scheduled compost education programs including demonstrations of 
over 10 different composting methods.

Master Composter Recycler Program	
Participants complete a free 3-week course about ways to reduce waste: reuse, recycling, 
grasscycling, and composting. Following this course, Master Composter Recyclers volunteer at 
least 35 hours by teaching other Edmontonians how to reduce waste. Over 875 volunteers have 
completed the program. 
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Wastewater Reuse
The Gold Bar facility treats more than 100 billion litres annually – enough to fill an Olympic-size 
swimming pool more than 110 times a day.

Store It, Don’t Pour It!	  
Fats, oils, and grease can cause sewer back-ups by blocking the main sewer lines as well as those on 
private property and causing expensive property damage. The City is asking Edmontonians to “Store 
it, don’t pour it” by storing fats and grease in a disposable container. 

Trash It, Don’t Splash It! 	
This campaign is intended to reduce the amount of inappropriate items flushed down toilets and 
drains by informing residents of which items are (and aren’t) allowed to be flushed. 

Treat it Right School Program	
This program is designed to provide teachers with guides that will reach specific outcomes in the 
Alberta Education Program of Studies for science and mathematics in grades 4, 5, 7 and 8, and will 
help children to treat their drainage system and water resources right.

Community 
Partnerships, Outreach, 
and Special Events
Be Idle Free	  
The ‘Be Idle Free’ campaign builds awareness of the problem by reinforcing campaign messages through 
existing and relevant City outreach programs and partnerships, and now helps enforce bylaw 15982, 
which prohibits vehicles from idling in designated areas outside schools and hospitals. 

BikeWorks		   
Now with two locations to serve Edmontonians, this community bicycle repair shop, run by volunteers 
of the Edmonton Bicycle Commuters Society, are equipped with a complete set of tools for repairs 
and used parts. Volunteer mechanics are on hand to advise members on how to repair and maintain 
their bikes.

Edmonton Permaculture guild	    
This non-profit community group promotes permaculture through special events, a speaker 
series, and partnerships with other community groups. Permaculture is the practice of designing 
sustainable human habitats by following nature’s patterns to yield an abundance of food, fibre and 
energy.

Environmental Advisory Committee (EAC)	      
The EAC coordinates strategic advice and expertise from the community and the City of 
Edmonton for the continuing development of The Way We Green (the City’s environmental 
strategic plan) and environmental issues as they arise.
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Fruits of Sherbrooke	    
Fruits of Sherbrooke began as a neighborhood fruit rescue operation in fall of 2010. Volunteers help 
pick fruit, make jams and preserves, and assist with events. They focus on local food sources and add 
additional items for flavour to make unique jams and preserves, which they sell at farmers markets.

Green School Resources	   
As part of The Way We Green, the City has developed green school resources which are available 
online through the City website. Lesson plans are geared to different grade levels and cover topics 
such as energy and climate change, ecological footprint, wetlands, urban forests, and personal 
environmental habits.

Medical Alert Pesticide Program	   
This program gives citizens with medical conditions, the option to maintain City turf that abuts 
residential property themselves. By registering their home, the citizens restrict application of 
herbicides or insecticides on City property within 30 m of their residence or receive pre-notification 
of chemical applications within 100 m of their residential property.

Operation Fruit Rescue Edmonton (OFRE)	    
OFRE’s mandate is to reduce food waste and promote Edmonton biodiversity by organizing harvesting 
events of locally grown fruits in the city. Residents offer fruit trees for harvesting, while volunteers 
come out to harvest. The picked fruit is divided equally among the volunteers, homeowners (growers), 
charities (such as food banks), and OFRE for processing at fruit pressing and canning events. The 
group has installed a public fruit orchard in the McCauley neighbourhood, one of the first in the city, 
working in partnership with City of Edmonton. They offer many workshops in the orchard alongside 
the Edmonton Permaculture Guild.

You’re Gonna Love Green (YGLG)
‘You’re Gonna Love Green’ is the City’s community-wide 
greenhouse gas emissions reduction strategy.  It was created 
by more than 20 local companies, non-profit organizations, 
institutions and government agencies.  YGLG offers energy 
efficiency education as well as rebates to residents and 
businesses. 

Green Living Guide
This document provides Edmontonians with guidelines for reducing 
their environmental impacts in daily life. The Guide covers topics 
related to nature and biodiversity, food and agriculture, water, air, 
energy, transportation, sustainable purchasing, and waste.

CHANGE FOR CLIMATE
This is a platform for Edmontonians to share stories of creating 
change for climate, along with resources to enact change in their 
lives and community. Stories and resources include Change Homes 
for Climate, Art for Change, Climate Conversations Through Art, and 
Change for Climate Talks (short and inspiring presentations by local 
community leaders).
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Cultural 
Heritage
124 Street Gallery Walk	   
The Gallery Walk, the first of its kind in Canada, was formed in 1986 to 
promote both art and artists of merit within the community, focusing 
especially on work by Canadian artists. 

WHYTE AVENUE ART WALK
The Art Walk is a 4 km outdoor studio and gallery along Whyte Avenue in the 
vibrant art district of Old Strathcona. It features over 450 local and visiting visual 
artists who bring their art supplies and artworks out into the streets.

Arts Habitat Edmonton (AHE)  
AHE is a non-profit company engaged in finding, managing and developing space for the 
arts. Arts Habitat Edmonton was formed in 1995 as an initiative through the Edmonton 
Arts Council to provide safe, affordable, appropriate living and working space for artists. 
Some AHE projects are listed below: 

	 Artists’ Quarters	

In response to the recommendations contained in the The Art of Living, The Artist 
Quarters will provide support to senior artists and respond to the critical need in 
Edmonton’s arts and cultural community for affordable, appropriate, and sustainable 
live and work space.

	 ArtsHub 118

On June 30, 2011 Arts Habitat celebrated the official opening of ArtsHub Housing 
Cooperative, also known as ArtsHub118. The co-op will allow artists to live and work in 
a dynamic community that is highly motivated to support the arts. 

	 McLuhan House

McLuhan House is a private residence repurposed, with the assistance of the City of Edmonton 
and the Edmonton Arts Council, as a micro-museum honouring McLuhan’s life and legacy. It opened 
to the public in January 2016.

25

edmonton in BLOOM: Heritage Conservation

Initiatives to support

Heritage 
Conservation



Art Gallery of Alberta	   
The Art Gallery of Alberta is a centre of excellence for the visual arts in Western Canada, connecting 
people, art and ideas. The AGA recently underwent a major re-building project. Designed by Los 
Angeles architect Randall Stout, the 85,000 sq. foot new AGA opened to the public on January 31, 
2010. Taking inspiration from the city’s unique northern environment and urban grid, architect Randall 
Stout juxtaposed angular windows against a winding 190-metre steel ribbon that references the 
forms of the North Saskatchewan River and Aurora Borealis.

Church Street Heritage Area	    
The 96 Street area, commonly referred to as Church Street, contains a significant collection of 
religious buildings within a 5 block strip, as well as other religious facilities in the surrounding vicinity. 
Consultations with local residents have led City Council to initiate some initial physical improvements 
to the area, with a view to long-term improvements and restoration to the community. 

Doors Open Edmonton	  
Celebrated annually, the Historic Festival & Doors Open Edmonton changes its focus every year while 
staying true to the festival’s theme. The 2018 festival focused on the history of the many cultures 
found in the Edmonton area and the heritage events that have enriched our community. Visitors can 
enjoy a variety of events, such as celebrating community milestones; exploring museums, archives 
and historic sites; and participating in bus or walking tours of gardens, natural areas, cemeteries and 
neighbourhoods.

Edmonton Arts Council	   
The EAC works to increase the profile and involvement of arts and culture in all aspects of community 
life by investing in festivals, arts organizations and individual artists through funding, partnerships, 
and building awareness of the quality, variety and value of artistic work.

Cariwest Caribbean Arts Festival						              
Cariwest is an annual three-day Caribbean Arts Festival that takes place in the heart of downtown 
Edmonton. Visitors enjoy dazzling costumes, lively music, street theatre and tantalizing cuisine that 
showcase Caribbean culture.

A Taste of Edmonton Festival	  
2018 is the 34th year of the largest food festival in Canada. Over 60 restaurants participate, 
providing visitors with a diverse selection of local and international cuisine.  

Edmonton & Northern Alberta District 
Historic Festival	   
This family-oriented festival features tours, workshops, and activities 
at museums, historic sites, and community events. This week-long 
event will start at one of the City’s oldest golf clubs, the Highlands Golf 
Club, with a talk about its colourful history and a tour of the historic 
Highlands neighbourhood.

Edmonton Folk Music Festival
Beginning in 1980 with one staff member and 300 volunteers, the Edmonton 
Folk Music Festival has grown and matured to become one of the leading folk 
festivals in the world. The festival has one of the most rewarding established 
volunteer programs in the city. They also work hard to leave a minimal 
environmental impact on Gallagher Park by: providing bike lock-up services, using 
wooden pallets as walkways to minimize grass damage, stellar garbage pick-up 
schedules, composting organic waste produced by the festival with Clean It Green, 
and enforcing the use of washable plates and cutlery for the food vendors.

Edmonton International Film Festival
The Edmonton International Film Festival showcases 40 feature-length films, over 75 
short films, and features a 24-hour filmmaking challenge, invited guests, and special 
events.

Edmonton International Fringe Theatre Festival
This festival, the oldest and largest of its kind in North America, hosts a diverse array of 
performers, featuring hundreds of shows around the world. 

Servus Heritage Festival	   
This festival is one of the largest in Edmonton, featuring over 71 pavilions by ethno-cultural 
groups from over 100 countries. Guests visit the pavilions to sample culinary delicacies, watch 
performances, and shop for crafts, artwork or clothing. Pavilions also showcase cultural displays of 
photos, paraphernalia and stories about their culture or ethnic background.

NextFest						                          
Over the course of 11 days in June, over 500 artists present their work in theatre, dance, music, 
visual art, film and multimodal collaborations. The festival showcases the artistic voice of the 
next generation. 
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Edmonton Heritage Council (EHC)	  
The EHC provides a unified voice for the heritage community while taking on various partnerships, 
projects and advocacy roles that promote the awareness and development of heritage principles 
and practices.

Edmonton High Level & Fort Edmonton Park Street Cars	    
The historic street car ride from Old Strathcona to downtown Edmonton across the High Level Bridge 
is one of the world’s highest street car river crossings. The heritage cars are restored, maintained, 
and operated by community volunteers.

Edmonton Historian Laureate	  
The Historian Laureate is an honorary position meant to promote and champion Edmonton’s storied 
history. Marlena Wyman, Edmonton’s current Historian Laureate, will be shining light on women’s 
history and other lesser known stories in the archives and encouraging Edmontonians to help fill in the 
gaps.

Edmonton Historical Board (EHB) 	 
The Edmonton Historical Board advises City Council on matters relating to City of Edmonton 
historical issues and civic heritage policies. The EHB’s mandate is to encourage, promote and 
advocate for the preservation and safeguarding of historical properties, resources, communities 
and documentary heritage. 

Historical Plaques and Recognition Committee
The Committee selects individuals, organizations, communities, buildings, and historic sites to 
receive awards at the annual Edmonton Historical Board Plaque and Recognition Awards Ceremony.

Edmonton Poet Laureate	  
Ahmed ‘Knowmadic’ Ali is the City of Edmonton’s seventh Poet Laureate from 2017 - 2019. He is a 
full-time writer, actor, comedian, public speaker and youth worker who inspires with his dynamic, 

thought-provoking and humorous poetry.  

Edmonton Archives Virtual Exhibits	  
This virtual exhibit on the City of Edmonton website showcases notable elements of Edmonton’s 
rich history. Current exhibits feature the life and work of Ella May Walker (1892-1960), an 

Edmonton musician, artist, author, and advocate for Edmonton’s history.

Ethnic & Cultural Communities	  
Edmonton has several distinct ethnic areas and over 60 ethnic and multicultural 

associations operating throughout to preserve and celebrate traditions, customs, food, 
music, dance and crafts.

Fort Edmonton Park	   
Fort Edmonton is a living historic park that traces the growth and development of Edmonton through 
four historical periods represented by: The 1846 Fort, 1885 Street, 1905 Street, 1920 Street, and 
Midway, featuring 75 original and reconstructed historical buildings.

John Walter Museum	   
The John Walter Museum is a small facility that interprets the life of John Walter and the Strathcona 
community from 1875 to 1915. The historic buildings in this facility have seen Edmonton grow from 
a Fur Trading Post to a large City, and were among the first homes 
built outside the walls of Fort Edmonton. 

Neon Sign Museum	   
The Neon Sign Museum, the first of its kind in Canada, features a collection of historic signs that 
tell a story about Edmonton’s neon past. 19 modern and vintage neon signs were collected by the 
City of Edmonton and the Alberta Sign Association and installed on the east wall of the 
Telus building and the south wall of the Mercer building at 104 Street and 104 Avenue.

Percent for Art Program	   
The City of Edmonton supports public art as a way of enhancing the experience of living in 
Edmonton. It allocates space for public art and provides funding for artwork under its percent for 
art policy. The Edmonton Arts Council directs the Percent for Art program and provides vision for 
and stewardship of the City of Edmonton Public Art Collection.

Prince of Wales Armories Heritage Centre	  
This rehabilitated heritage building currently houses several heritage and historical groups 
including the Telephone Historical Centre, Loyal Edmonton Regiment Military Museum 
and the City of Edmonton Archives, which houses both private and government records 
of Edmonton’s history.

The Flying Canoe Festival	
The Flying Canoe Festival is a creative and interactive cultural event that celebrates local 
history and is inspired by the legend of The Flying Canoe and French Canadian, First Nations 
and Métis traditions.
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Natural Heritage
Alberta RiverWatcH
The RiverWatch program enables high school students to learn about science aboard large inflated 
rafts which act as floating laboratories. Alberta RiverWatch explores a 10 km section of the river, 
making shoreline stops to conduct water chemistry and biology tests.

Edmonton and Area Land Trust (EALT)	    
This non-profit, community-based organization is dedicated to acquiring and conserving the natural 
heritage of the region through private stewardship. The EALT achieves its goals through land 
acquisition, conservation easements, education, and stewardship. The City of Edmonton is a one-sixth 
owner of the EALT, and sits on the Board of Directors. 

Edmonton Native Plant Society (ENPS) 	     
This community group is committed to growing and promoting the use of native plants in gardening 
and landscaping.  Some of this group’s projects, all of which are maintained by volunteers, are outlined 
below:

	 Muttart Conservatory Native Plant Bed	

A former annual garden bed at the Muttart Conservatory has been given to the ENPS to 
showcase perennial native plants.

       Native Perennial Demonstration Bed

This bed is a display of 37 native perennial plants at the John 
Janzen Nature Centre, encouraging Edmontonians to understand 

and appreciate native plants.

       Thistle Patrol

Thistle Patrol volunteers get together regularly to weed creeping thistle and 
other invasive, noxious weeds from natural areas in Mill Creek and Fulton 

Ravine.

Edmonton Nature Club (ENC)
The ENC develops awareness and encourages interest in the natural 
environment in the community through meetings, workshops, study 
groups, field trips and publications.

Edmonton Urban BioKit	     
The BioKit is an educational resource designed to engage immigrants and 
other Edmontonians in learning about and exploring Edmonton’s natural 
areas and biodiversity. It includes a booklet of information, photos and 
hands-on activities that can be used by a family or an interpretive walk leader.

John Janzen Nature Centre (JJNC)	     
Since 1976, the John Janzen Nature Centre’s interactive exhibits, educational 
programming, and special events have encouraged awareness of, and engagement 
with, the wonders of nature. Some 
of the John Janzen Nature Centre’s programs are listed below.

	 Nature Line

This telephone line provides information and expert opinions to citizens when they 
see a species in Edmonton’s natural areas they can’t identify. 

	 Animal Encounters and Feeding

Visitors are invited to meet local amphibian and reptile species up close as they are fed 
by staff. 

	 Trail-Ventures

A nature hike on the river valley trail system makes for a hands-on sensory exploration of 
the plants and animals that make the river valley their home. 

	 Summer Camps

The JJNC offers a number of daycamps for different age groups, and for families. 
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Living by Water	    
Living by Water is an educational program administered by Nature Alberta that helps waterfront 
residents to adopt environmentally-friendly practices on their properties to help maintain shoreline 
health and water quality.

Local Action for Biodiversity (LAB)	     
Since 2007, the City has been a part of the LAB project, an international initiative supporting the 
protection of urban biodiversity.  LAB is helping Edmonton showcase its biodiversity initiatives and 
collaborate with the 20 participating cities from across the globe to discover and implement best 
practices. The project includes development of a biodiversity report and 10-year action plan.

This report provides a review and assessment of Edmonton’s biodiversity and governance structures. 
Analysis focuses on the unique ecology of the Edmonton area, the governance structures in place to 
protect biodiversity, the integration of different governance structures, and public involvement in 
the protection of biodiversity. 

City of Edmonton Planning	     
The City Planning section protects Edmonton’s ecologically sensitive areas through the creation 
of protected areas and promotion of ecologically conscious development. They work with other 
departments with the goal of ensuring that natural areas are protected, restored and managed 
within a functioning ecological network that is reinforced by the use of semi-natural areas such as 
naturalized stormwater management facilities and other open space parks.

RiverFEST	   
Hosted by EPCOR, RiverFest is a celebration of the North 
Saskatchewan River and the River Valley park system. 
Each location features a different variety of outdoor 
activities all geared up to help Edmontonians get active in 
the river valley and on the North Saskatchewan River. 

River Valley Alliance (RVA) 	    
The RVA is an incorporated company that protects, 
preserves and enhances the Capital region’s North 
Saskatchewan River Valley Park System for year-round 
accessibility and enjoyment.

Royal Alberta Museum	   
The Royal Alberta Museum is the premier location to learn about Alberta’s natural and cultural 
history. It is currently transitioning from the west end location to downtown Edmonton, and is 
expected to open in the fall of 2018. The museum will be the largest in western Canada and will 
feature natural history, human history, a children’s gallery and a bug room. The overarching design 
concept for the new facility is the interwoven narrative between nature and humankind.  Nature 
is brought into the building through integrated gardens while the building extends out into the 
landscape.

Wildnorth	   
This shelter provides care for injured and orphaned wildlife and promotes understanding and 
respect for wildlife through education. WILDNorth annually cares for over 2,550 wildlife patients, 
and in 2016 treated 160 different species. The organization annually takes over 7,200 wildlife-
related calls and provides education on human/wildlife interactions to students of all ages, 
including post-secondary, professional, and community groups.
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Initiatives to achieve

Urban Forestry

Tree Inventory Databases	   
There are over 320,000 ornamental trees on City property with a 
total value of approximately $1.2 billion.  The online “yegTreeMap” 
shows all public trees in the city, including information on the species, 
size, condition and maintenance history of each tree. This map is open 
for viewing and editing by the public and includes information on the 
ecological benefits of Edmonton’s tree canopy.  In addition, the City has 
a comprehensive internal database which catalogues and maps all public 
trees, as well as private elm trees (for monitoring of Dutch Elm Disease). 

Annual Tree Health Assessment	  
Since 2001, City trees are annually inspected for health, damage, critical 
pests, and disease. Vacant tree spots and trees beyond recovery are put on the 
replacement list. Information gathered is used to provide extra watering and 
fertilization to stressed trees and inform pest management staff for monitoring 
and treatment.

Forestry Policy & Contracts Team	   
Urban foresters manage contracts with external tree service companies, evaluate and 
valuate trees, provide quality control and enforce urban forest policies. 

Arboriculture Training, Networking,  
& Professional Practice	   
The City of Edmonton fosters professional arboriculture practice among forestry staff 
and contractors. Safe workplace practice, obtaining International Society of Arboriculture 
certification, Integrated Pest Management certification, use of best practices, and continual 
training and improvement, are some of the ways City Forestry stays safe, effective, and 
efficient. The City of Edmonton networks with a variety of organizations such as the Landscape 
Alberta Nursery Trades Association to establish tree standards and best practices for young tree 
development. The City also participates in the annual Green Industry Show and Conference.

Tree Pruning & Maintenance	   
The City employs 18 full-time arborists during the pruning season. Almost all City arborists are certified by 
the International Society of Arboriculture (ISA). The City also contracts ISA certified tree service companies 
for additional help. Tree maintenance is done on regular cycles. City crews also respond to all tree work calls 
requested by citizens and councillors.
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Tree Watering	     
Newly planted and transplanted trees are put on specialized watering programs based on their size. 
Newly planted trees are watered regularly for three years after planting and transplanted trees are 
watered for five years after being moved. Approximately $1 million is spent annually on tree watering. 
The use of innovative technology, including Treegator® irrigation bags and weeping tile irrigation in 
centre medians, is helping save water and increase tree survival rates. 

Tree Injection of Pesticides	   
Certain pesticides are injected into trees instead of canopy spraying. This method increases the 
effect of pesticides while reducing runoff and public exposure.

Root for Trees (RFT)	     
Root for Trees promotes planting through partnerships with corporations, individuals and community 
groups. Planting targets are set to 16,000 trees annually on public and private land. RFT improves 
air quality, enhances natural and public areas and adopts best management practices for the 
preservation and maintenance of natural and public spaces. In 2016, 4,120 RFT volunteers planted 
36,463 trees and operational crews planted 65,429 trees, exceeding 100,000 trees planted with this 
program. In 2017, Root for Trees received an Emerald Award for a Government Institution from the 
Alberta Emerald Foundation. Emerald Awards recognize and celebrate outstanding environmental 
achievements across all sectors in Alberta.

	 Root for Trees Festival - Root for Trees Fest annually highlights the Root for Trees 
Initiative. Festivities include tree planting, a kids tree-athlon, face painting, airbrush tattoos, 
music, food, craft tent, and of course, loads of fun! 

	 Arbor Day Celebration - This celebration of trees provides activities for grade one 
students to develop awareness and appreciation of the urban forest. Activities include: 
seedlings distribution to all grade one students across Edmonton, classroom visits by 
arborists, ceremonial tree planting, tree climbing demonstrations, bucket truck and zip-line 
rides and guided nature walks.

	 Tree Stories - Every year 15,000 children receive seedlings for Arbor Day. Children grow 
up with their trees and some people even move their trees when they buy a new house! 
Recipients are invited to tell their tree story by submitting their story as an entry to the 
yegTreeMap. 

	 Commemorative Trees - Citizens may fund a tree and plaque to commemorate a person, 
organization, or event.

	 Free Mulch Program - The City of Edmonton is happy to provide free woodchips 
to citizens. The woodchips are local, disease free, and a great way to keep moisture 
in planting beds.

	 Have Shovel Will Travel - This is self-guided tree planting program provides seedlings, 
tools, and approved planting locations to small groups, families and individuals.

	 Request to Plant on Public Property - The City encourages citizens to help beautify 
our City by getting approval to plant and care for trees, shrubs, and flowers on public 
property. 

	 Tree Donation Program - Residents may donate their trees to the City. Acceptable trees 
are transplanted to public property and donors receive a charitable tax receipt.

	 Guided Tree Planting Program - Groups from 10-100 can help grow Edmonton’s canopy 
by participating in a facilitated planning event.

Urban Forestry Public Education
City Forestry has created brochures and distribution materials about tree protection, tree 
preservation, caring for City trees and planting on City property. Displays also present urban forestry 
topics for public exhibits. Additionally, Forestry gives presentations to community groups, schools, 
City Hall School, other departments and City Council to foster learning about tree care, management, 
policies, and safety.

University of Alberta Tree Diversity	     
Long renowned in Edmonton as an unofficial arboretum, the U of A North Campus is home to trees 
that are rare for Edmonton, (e.g. Amur cork and Ginkgo biloba), as well as specimen elms and pines. 
They are a rich learning tool.

Old Man Creek Nursery (OMCN)	     
OMCN holds, maintains, and grows trial plant material for projects on City sites. The OMCN has a 
Domestic Phytosanitary Nursery Certification and is the host for the Strathcona County Community 
Garden and Edmonton Native Plant Group native gardens. Some environmental practices at the 
nursery include: formalized pest and disease checking, use of hand picking and pruning for pest 
control vs pesticide use, use of two run-off water holding ponds for irrigation rather than trucked 
in potable water. The nursery was a recent recipient of a $20,000 Environmental Sustainability 
Composite from ENVISO that led to the construction of a new irrigation system for plants destined 
for naturalized plantings. In 2016, 42 varieties of tree seeds were collected including butternut, 
shademaster honeylocust, pattern perfect maple, douglas fir, and jack pine, which were planted in 
2017.
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Disease Wood Composting Project	 
This project examines the feasibility of composting diseased wood chips instead of sending them to 
the landfill. Thanks to the project, elm wood infected with Dothiorella ulmi and Verticiliium are now 
safely composted. Project managers hope to soon be diverting other diseased wood waste to the 
municipal biofuels facility. 

Dutch Elm Disease Prevention	    
Edmonton has one of the largest concentrations of healthy American elms remaining in the world. The 
City works with the Society to Prevent Dutch Elm Disease to promote public awareness and proper 
arboriculture practice. Municipal initiatives include increased monitoring, a seasonal pruning ban, an 
elm wood storage and transportation ban, increased deadwood pruning, and elm wood bins at Eco 
Stations for proper disposal of elm wood. 

Road Salt and Tree Health Study	   
The City of Edmonton works in collaboration with the University of Alberta on an ongoing basis to 
study the impacts of road salt on trees and the use of mycorrhizal fungi to mitigate salt stress.

Computer Modeling Tools
Urban Forest Effects Model (UFORE) is used to analyze Edmonton’s urban forest by taking 
information from field observations, pollution data, and meteorological patterns to calculate the 
environmental effects of the urban forest, especially in terms of its impact in cleaning the air, storing 
carbon and reducing storm water runoff. A UFORE study is completed every 10 years; the next one 
will be occurring in 2019.

The Street Tree Resource Analysis Tool for Urban Forest Managers (STRATUM) program provides a 
means of estimating environmental and asset returns that the urban forest provides (e.g. storm water 
drainage, reduced pollution, aesthetics, etc.)

Urban Forestry &  
Infrastructure Renewal	   
During neighbourhood infrastructure renewal projects (sidewalks, 
etc.), Forestry staff cooperates with contractors to protect and 
preserve mature trees. Forestry personnel advise on best practices 
before, during and after development to mitigate damage to trees.  

Urban Forestry & LRT Expansion	   
The Transportation Master Plan includes a vision to expand LRT service 
to all sectors of the City by 2040. City Transportation is committed to tree 
protection, choosing paths that have few trees and incorporating existing 
trees into the designs.
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Initiatives to support

Landscapes

Alberta Legislature Grounds	        
The stunning 56 acre grounds of the Legislative Assembly of 
Alberta are landscaped with lawns, trees, shrubs, and gardens. 
The design features include fountains, a reflecting pool, two 
amphitheatres, a band shell, a bowling green, a skating rink and 
the Lois Hole Memorial Garden.

Arena and Entertainment District 
(Downtown)	    
The City of Edmonton has invested in a new sports arena in the downtown 
core. Construction of Rogers Place was completed in fall 2016 , with the 
support of by municipal, provincial, and private funding initiatives. Rogers 
Place is a catalyst for downtown revitalization.

Business improvement areas (BiaS)	     
Similar to the Ontario business area improvement model, Edmonton BIAs are special 
assessment districts where business owners officially join and work  
together to promote and improve the economic vitality of a business area. Starting 
with the Downtown area, 13 BIAs across the city currently receive support by means 
of economic and physical enhancements from the City of Edmonton. Such supports 
include the Bloomin’ Boulevards program, decorative tree lighting, and façade and 
street improvement program.

109th Street Corridor – Area Redevelopment Plan	     
The 109th Street corridor between the High Level Bridge and 61 Avenue is a prominent 
roadway in south-central Edmonton. The 109 Street Corridor Study recommended more 
intensive forms of residential and mixed-use development along 109 Street together with 
streetscape and transportation changes to create an improved balance between traffic 
movement and neighbourhood livability.

Capital City Downtown Plan	      
Edmonton’s new Capital City Downtown Plan is built upon the goals of The Way Ahead to create a 
vision of Edmonton’s Downtown that is sustainable, vibrant, well designed, and accessible. Several 
major catalyst projects, listed below, have been initiated as the Plan moves into its first stages 
of implementation. 

	 Central Warehouse Area Housing Incentive Program

Serving as a catalyst for redevelopment of the Central Warehouse Area of Downtown which has 
large tracts of under-developed and vacant land, the program will provide a $10,000/unit grant for 
the first 1,000 new housing units built in the Central Warehouse Area.
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	 Warehouse Campus Neighbourhood Central Park

The park will support a range of shops, cafes, leisure, recreation, and other facilities fronting 
and addressing the park to increase activity levels and build community. Low Impact 
Development for storm water management will be incorporated into the park design.

	 Jasper Avenue New Vision

The City is developing a vision to re-establish Jasper Avenue as the main street of Edmonton. 
Elements of the project include a narrowed roadway and widened sidewalks, tree planting 
along boulevards, refined streetscape elements and increased design standards for 
private development. 

	 River Valley Promenades

This project will expand and enhance Downtown pedestrian systems that overlook the river 
valley. Projects such as the redevelopment of Louise McKinney Park will have improved 
access to the river valley flats at river edge.

	 Integration of At-grade LRT

This plan ensures that the LRT line positively impacts Downtown development objectives. 
Land uses and densities along the LRT corridor will support the creation of mixed-use 
activity, encourage high levels of day and night pedestrian activity, and generate high levels 
of transit use.  LRT stations and platforms will incorporate landscape, buildings, public art, 
and other public realm elements.

	 High Profile Bikeway System

Highly visible and shared cycling routes, end-of-trip facilities for bicycle commuters in 
commercial buildings.

	 Central Gathering Place for McKay Avenue

Establish a central gathering place, a community main street in McKay Avenue - an area 
with active street fronts and a variety of commercial, cultural, recreational and 
entertainment uses.

	 Green Building and Development Strategy

Informed by existing programs such as LEED® , Built Green and BOMA Best, this  strategy 
is for private development in Downtown as part of the preparation of a city-wide strategy, 
to promote healthier indoor environments, energy efficient buildings, and more 
sustainable development.

The Quarters Downtown	     
The Quarters Downtown is made up of five distinct districts: the 
Civic Quarter, Heritage Quarter, McCauley Quarter, Five Corners 
Quarter and The Armature. Over the next 20 years, The Quarters will 
be redeveloped to become a vibrant, healthy community comprised 
of five distinct areas, each with its own character, activities, and feel. 
The City of Edmonton is investing in the future of the Quarters with 
$56 million in infrastructure upgrades and new construction.

Neighbourhood Revitalization	       
Neighbourhood Revitalization is a process, directed by the community 
and supported by the City, to identify strengths, issues, challenges and 
the potential of a particular area. 

	 Avenue Initiative 

Celebrating its seventh year, this pioneer revitalization project 
has transformed this historic area, improving both its social and 
physical aspects. Goals of the community-led, City-supported 
initiative include safe streets and spaces, improvements to 
community life, a thriving economy and environmental well-being 
through walkability and greening efforts.

	 Central McDougall and Queen Mary Park Revitalization

This neighbourhood revitalization project, which began in 2012, has 
four key themes: the development of safer communities, a beautiful 
neighbourhood, building a dynamic economic environment and 
connecting the community. 

	 McCauley Revitalization

The City of Edmonton is investing $10.5 million in McCauley over the 
next three years to support a community-led revitalization to this 
diverse and vibrant neighbourhood. The urban design conceptual plans 
include street enhancements, a multicultural tea house, parkland, garden 
development and street lighting improvements.

	 Jasper Place Revitalization

The Jasper Place Revitalization Strategy has three main goals: connecting, 
building and feeling safe in our community. The approach for revitalizing 
this area has been implemented using four phases. Its long term actions 
include improved lighting for pedestrians in parks and near schools, as well 
as increasing the amount of parkland in residential areas as per the Urban 
Parks Master Plan.
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Old Town Fort Road Redevelopment	     
The Fort Road Old Town Master Plan is a City-led initiative to create a new transit-oriented urban 
village next to the Belvedere LRT station as a means to revitalize a historically vibrant business 
community. The urban village will be a place where retail businesses thrive, opportunities for 
affordable housing and townhouse living are created and residents and visitors are provided 
options to walk and ride transit in order to carry out their daily activities.

Community Leagues	   
Edmonton has a thriving system of over 150 community leagues throughout the city, each embodying 
the spirit of community involvement. Community leagues facilitate recreation, sport, and social 
activities; develop and encourage local volunteers; and address issues affecting the community.

Community Facility Partner Capital Grant Program (CFPCG)	  
The CFPCG promotes an active and attractive city though partnerships for the enhancement of 
public facilities. Funding is allocated city-wide to organizations in the sectors of arts & heritage, 
multi-cultural, recreation and amateur sport, seniors, and social services/community development.

Community Gardens	    
There are over 90 community garden sites now operating throughout the Capital region promoting 
local, organically grown food; healthy and active lifestyles; and safer, more vibrant and connected 
communities. Gardens are started and facilitated through a partnership between the City of 
Edmonton and Sustainable Food Edmonton (SFE).  SFE runs a small grant program for gardens 
with funding from the City.

WinterCity Strategy	    
Edmonton’s WinterCity Strategy provides opportunities for more outdoor activity, improves winter 
transportation, enhances the social and economic vibrancy of Edmonton streets and celebrates the 
season and cold climate.

Front Yards in Bloom	   
Over 6,100 attractive front yards were nominated and recognized 
in 2017 for contributing to a more beautiful community. Judging and 
nominations are coordinated through partnerships with community 
organizations such as the Edmonton Horticultural Society, Edmonton 
Native Plant Society, Sustainable Food Edmonton, Edmonton Federation 
of Community Leagues, and the Canadian Union of Postal Workers, as well 
as other sectors of the City.

	 Front Yards in Bloom: Winterscapes

Winterscapes celebrates the beauty of residents’ snowy front yards 
and ice sculptures in the winter season. The program aligns with the 
WinterCity Implementation Plan to encourage residents to enjoy the 
winter season within their communities, while maintaining beautiful 
neighbourhoods.

Turf Management Practices	  
To restore and maintain turf on sports fields in top condition, the City practices 
aeration (core aeration, slicing, and deep tine aeration), topdressing with municipal 
compost, over-seeding application, mowing and irrigation.

Integrated Pest Management (IPM) 	   
The City of Edmonton uses a variety of IPM programs to manage a range of pests such as 
weeds, tree pests and other plant diseases, stinging/biting insects, rodents, and water-borne 
diseases. Evaluations of new systems, techniques, products and biological controls help to steer 
the continual improvement of IPM programs and reduce conventional pesticide use.

Good Growing Neighbours	    
Alongside Edmonton’s IPM, Good Growing Neighbours seeks to educate the public about effective 
ways of maintaining yards and lawns in an environmentally friendly way, minimizing pesticide use.
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Naturalization Plan	      
Naturalization is an ecologically-based approach to landscape management used to transform highly-
maintained land to a more natural condition. The City converts an average of 35 ha of mowed turf to 
naturalized grass per year. Volunteers and City contractors plant native trees and shrubs in parks and 
along roadways.

	 Pollinator Field Planting Project

In 2014, the City of Edmonton received a TD Green Streets grant to develop a field of 
flowering plants that will help to create habitat and feeding areas for pollinators in 
Edmonton. The pollinator field is located at the John Janzen Nature Centre.

	 University of Alberta and City of Edmonton Naturalization Research Project

In 2014, the University of Alberta and the City of Edmonton partnered in a joint research 
project on naturalized areas. The research was focused on the effects of naturalization on 
living and non-living habitat. The Terwillegar Community Recreation Centre site was planted 
with over 25 species of flowering wildflowers; for a total of almost 2,000 native forbs 
and wildflowers.

	 CN EcoConnexions - From the Ground Up Recipient for 91 Street 
Naturalization

In 2016, naturalization plantings began along 91 Street, successful with the support from CN 
and Tree Canada through the Communities in Bloom organization. Today, you can find 2,000 
trees, shrubs and wildflowers along the naturalized roadway.

Neighbourhood Park Development Program (NPDP)	  
The NPDP provides funding to support improvements to parks at the neighbourhood level. 
The program aims to guide, facilitate, and support the creation of great spaces and fun places 
for neighbourhood play, wellness, and learning through active partnerships with the community.

Plant a Row - Grow a Row	  
Starting in 1998, this program with the Yellowhead Youth Centre (YYC) is an opportunity for youth 
to be a part of a program that teaches cooperation and problem-solving skills while increasing 
confidence and self-esteem. They invite local gardeners to grow an extra row of vegetables or 
earmark extra vegetables for donation to Edmonton’s Food Bank. This program is supported 
nationally by Food Banks Canada and the Composting Council of Canada.

Sustainable Food Edmonton	    
Sustainable Food Edmonton is a non-profit charitable organization 
focused on raising awareness and initiating programs and projects 
that result in communities engaged in healthy food and a 
healthy planet.

	 Little Green Thumbs

Little Green Thumbs is an indoor garden program for children and 
youth designed to engage students in learning and caring about the 
plants and the environment that sustain us.

	 Urban Ag High

Urban Ag High connects educators, resources and skills to provide 
experiential learning opportunities for junior and senior high school 
students.

Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design 
(CPTED)	    
Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design make communities safer through 
neighbourhood planning, development, and maintenance. CPTED deters criminal activity 
through natural surveillance, natural access control, and natural boundaries.

REACH Edmonton Council for Safe Communities	   
REACH is involved in more than 30 collaborative projects throughout Edmonton. All take new 
approaches to prevention and safety. They focus on immigrant and refugee families; people 
who are vulnerable because of addiction, poverty or homelessness; and youth at-risk. 

Edmonton Design Committee	   
A unit of the City of Edmonton which prepares urban design policies, reviews 
development proposals, influences urban planning and preserves historic architecture. 

The Places: Art & Design in Public Spaces	   
Art & Design in Public Places (The Places) is a community based, multi-partner initiative designed to help 
revitalize Edmonton’s Downtown through the placement of publicly and privately funded works of art and 
design.

Ribbon of Steel	  
The Ribbon of Steel is a trail for walkers, cyclists, joggers and inline skaters along the former Canadian Pacific 
Rail lands north of the High Level Bridge. The goal of this project was the development of a multi-use trail within 
an abandoned railway corridor known as the Ribbon of Steel.
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Initiatives to support

Floral Displays

university of alberta Botanic Garden
The University of Alberta Botanic Garden is a stunning 240-acre 
property located in Parkland County, with cultivated gardens and 
plant collections, indoor showhouses and an extensive nature trail 
system.  Highlights of the garden include the Kurimoto Japanese 
Garden; a butterfly garden; Tropical and Arid Showhouses; alpine, herb, 
rose, peony, lilac, lily and primula collections; Native Peoples Garden; trial 
beds and much more. The award-winning visitor attraction is a research 
site, and home to year-round adult and children’s education programming 
as well as hosting a variety of music, arts, and culture events. 

	 Collections and Research - The garden has been the site of 
research on topics as diverse as fungal associations, mosses, forest 
fires, bat and frog monitoring, and oilsands and wetland reclamation. 
The garden is part of a global network of botanic gardens working 
to understand and preserve biodiversity and has partnered in the 
Millennium Seed Bank at Kew Gardens in England, the largest plant 
conservation project in the world. 

	 Date Night - Through the summer months, the garden hosts a romantic 
evening in the garden.  Event themes include painting, dancing, movies, wine, 
and craft beer.

	 Green School - This Emerald Award winning Green School program immerses 
children in the natural world for five consecutive school days. The essence of 
the program is ‘slow education’ - giving children time and opportunity to observe, 
hear, smell and touch the natural world, to reflect on their experiences and to 
make personal connections to nature.

	 Kids in the Garden - For 15 years this award-winning education program has been 
bringing children closer to nature through interactive and exciting outdoor learning 
and field trips to the garden.

	 Master Gardener Certification Program - Led by senior horticulturists and 
industry experts, the program offers intensive theoretical and hands-on learning through 
classroom lectures, tours, assignments, project work and an integrated practicum. The 
broad range of topics include: arboriculture, alpine gardens, permaculture, pests and 
diseases, propagation, soils, and Japanese gardens. 

	 Summer Camps - The garden offers a number of exciting summer camps for children.  
Themes include scientific experiments, insect explorations, forest survival, and dinosaurs.
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Edmonton Horticultural Society (EHS)	    
The Edmonton Horticultural Society (EHS) was established in Edmonton in 1909 to champion the 
cause of city beautification and provide citizens with the knowledge and motivation to achieve this 
goal. In keeping with this longstanding mandate the EHS strives to Inspire, Support and Celebrate: 
More Gardeners; More Gardens; More Gardening for all.

EHS events and programs, both past and present, support this vision by sharing knowledge and 
engaging gardeners.

	 Edmonton Public Library  - The EHS is currently working with the Edmonton Public 
Library Highlands branch to renew and revitalize all the garden beds surrounding the library. 
To date, the plans for the new gardens have been developed, finalized and approved. The 
selection of plants has been approved and the EHS is currently waiting on a start date from 
Edmonton Public Library. Planting has been delayed due to the neighbourhood revitalization 
program in the area.

	 Edmonton Valley Zoo - The EHS has planted and maintained a pollinator bed, nine 
enrichment planters, a kitchen garden and an urban farm garden. All of the vegetables, 
herbs and flowers are grown for enrichment and enjoyment of the animals at the zoo. Plans 
are underway for a second kitchen garden. In addition the EHS has planted a garden in 
conjunction with the 100 Voices pre kindergarten program at the Zoo.

	 Garden Tour - One of the EHS’s most popular events, the Garden Tour is a self-guided tour 
of some of Edmonton’s most beautiful and diverse gardens. Many of the featured gardens 
are award winners.

	 Muttart Conservatory - The EHS has planted and maintained a rose bed, a bulb bed 
and three large mixed beds with shrubs and perennials. These beds show how a selection of 
perennials and shrubs can be successfully grown in Edmonton to provide continuous interest 
and colour throughout the growing season.

	 Open Gardens - On select dates, local gardeners open their private gardens to members 
of the EHS for enjoyment and discovery. 

	 Perennial Exchange - This event is held every spring and fall and is a great opportunity 
for gardeners to find new homes for extra plants, exchange them for new ones and buy 
locally hardy plants at reasonable prices.

	 Speaker Series - These monthly speaker series, taking place in select months of the year, 
will have noteworthy talks to provide the opportunity to learn about gardening techniques, 
trends, and a variety of horticultural topics, as well as to socialize in a convivial setting. 

Louise McKinney Riverfront Park	     
Adjacent to downtown is a 12.9 acre park with 500 meters of 
unobstructed river view. The park is a venue for special events and 
river-based activities, such as the Edmonton Dragon Boat Festival. 
Louise McKinney is a central connector of the river valley trail system, 
linking to the Muttart Conservatory and the Trans Canada Trail. Features 
include:

	 Riverfront Promenade

	 Public dock

	 Millennium Plaza & Shumka Stage

	 Central Riverfront Plaza (with public pavilion and concession)

	 World Walk—an aesthetic horticultural walk through the park

	 Chinese Garden: This garden celebrates Edmonton’s Chinese community 
with evocative plants. The garden includes a Chinese pagoda, welcoming 
lions, a rock garden and sculptures of the 12 animals of the zodiac.

Muttart Conservatory	    
Edmonton’s premier horticultural attraction consists of four shimmering pyramids that 
are home to thousands of species of plants. Each pyramid hosts a different climate zone: 
temperate, arid, tropical, and a show pyramid for changing exhibits. The Conservatory 
also has extensive greenhouse space for plant maintenance, growing annuals, poinsettias, 
and plant material for the changing feature shows. The Conservatory engages students of 
all ages through educational programing; it also hosts a variety of music, arts, and cultural 
events, often incorporating horticultural themes. 

	 All American Selections (AAS) - Muttart is a member of AAS and receives seeds 
and vegetative cuttings of winners from the previous years. 

	 Education Garden - The Muttart Education Garden has been planted to connect 
children attending day camps at the facility with nature and outdoor gardening through 
hands-on experiences. It is maintained by a team of volunteers and campers. Produce will be 
harvested by day campers to take home and extra produce is donated to the Edmonton Food 
Bank. 

	 Grounds - Landscapes around the Conservatory feature several beds of annuals as well 
as perennials that originate from the Alberta Perennial Trials program. The Conservatory is 
connected to the river valley trails.
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	 Muttart Bedding Plant Sale - The plant sale provides an opportunity to purchase 
expertly tended plants that make the perfect addition to any garden. There is also an 
opportunity to obtain additional gardening advice from Muttart’s expert growers.

	 Orchid Collection - This collection of renowned orchid species occupies three greenhouse 
spaces at the Muttart Conservatory. Orchids are displayed in the pavilions, while the Orchid 
Species Preservation Foundation conserves and preserves the different and unique species.

	 Perennial Demonstration Beds - The Edmonton Horticultural Society has planted and 
maintained a Perennial Demonstration Bed at Muttart Conservatory to show how a selection 
of perennials can be successfully used in Edmonton to provide continuous interest and 

colour through the growing season in a Partners in Parks project.

Edmonton LIVINGbridge	   
The LIVINGbridge was a temporary urban garden located atop an abandoned rail bridge 

in downtown Edmonton. It was inspired by urban designs that encourage a sense 
of community ownership and enjoyment of public green space. It was designed 

to foster pride and community engagement for the Downtown Edmonton, 
McCauley and Boyle Street neighbourhoods that intersect its borders. The 

garden consisted of native, drought resistant plants and indigenous 
edibles to lessen water consumption and reduce the environmental 

impact. With the closure of the garden this past spring, many 
of these plants were transfered to a nearby community 

gardens, local businesses and an orchard in the McCauley 
Neighbourhood. 

Silver Heights Peony Garden  
(Fort Edmonton Park)	    
Established in 1921 by Dr. James Brander, the Silver 
Heights Peony Garden was a popular Edmonton landmark 
and the source for many of the peonies seen across 
Western Canada today. This five acre site boasted  
more than 200 varieties of peonies by the 1930s, 
amidst a landscape of other flowers, shrubs and trees. 
Reconstructed at Fort Edmonton Park on 1920 Street, 
the Silver Heights Peony Garden is now in its 15th 
year and contains a glorious array of heirloom flowers. 
Although designed to bloom from spring to fall, the 
garden is most spectacular in late June when the peonies 
burst into a field of colour for just a few short weeks.

Orchid Fair	 
Each year the Orchid Society of Alberta celebrates the hobby of orchid growing with its annual show 
and sale. After 40 years, the show has grown to become the largest of its kind in Western Canada, 
with over 15,000 square feet of displays and sales area.  With 15 vendors, visitors are sure to find 
everything from ideal beginners plants to the rare and truly unusual, including many plants not found 
anywhere else in Alberta. 

Bloomin’ Boulevards	   
Flower barrels and hanging baskets are available to Business Improvement Areas (BIAs) to encourage 
businesses to beautify their property. In 2018, 12 BIAs ordered a total of 401 flower baskets and 
478 flower barrels which receive subsidized watering services from City Horticulture. 

Special Event Civic Beautification	  
To beautify Edmonton for the many sporting events (ITU Triathlon and the Tour of Alberta) and 
festivals being hosted in the city in summer 2018, large-size flower barrels and hanging baskets have 
been placed throughout the City along roadways and around special event venues.

Partners in Parks Program	     
The Partners in Parks program makes it possible for individuals, families, schools, or community 
groups to contribute to Edmonton’s standing as a Community in Bloom. By planting in and/or 
maintaining a flower bed, a cul-de-sac island, a bit of parkland, or land along a roadway, residents 
help make Edmonton an even more beautiful place to live. 
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