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Edmonton’s Annexation History

•	 Edmonton’s boundaries have 
remained the same since 
1982.

•	 Calgary has successfully 
annexed 16 times since 1982.

•	 In the greater Edmonton 
region, 26 annexations have 
occurred.

GROWING TOGETHER. 

Sturgeon County Annexation - Frequently Asked Questions

What is Annexation? 
Annexation is a provincially legislated process of transferring land from one municipality to 
another. 

How does Annexation happen? Who decides? 
Annexation is legislated by the Province through the Municipal Government Act (MGA) . 
The process for annexation is as follows: 

1.  The municipality proposing the annexation must provide notice to the Municipal 
Government Board (MGB) and the municipality that it wants to annex land from.
2.  Both Municipalities must meet, discuss the annexation proposal and negotiate in good 
faith.
3.  A negotiation report is prepared and sent to the MGB.
4.  If the annexation is a simple and uncontested application (with signed consents from the 
landowners and the responding municipality), the application is processed.
5.  If the annexation is contested (there are no signed consents), the MGB will advertise for 
objections and anyone can submit objections or concerns.
6.  If there are objections, and there is not general agreement and mediation attempts have 
failed, the MGB will conduct a public hearing(s).
7.   After the hearing, the MGB will prepare a recommendation for consideration by the 
Minister
8.  The Lieutenant Governor of Alberta will consider the Board’s recommendation and 
approve, approve in part or refuse the annexation proposal. 

How long will it be before a decision is made on the proposed annexation?
The annexation process, on average, can take two to five years to complete.
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Where does Edmonton want to annex land? 
With the construction of the northwest leg of Anthony Henday Drive, an interchange was 
constructed that connected to 66 Street. This section of 66 Street provides access to the 
Edmonton Energy and Technology Park. However, this roadway is on land owned by the 
Province and located within the boundaries of Sturgeon County. 

In addition to the 66 Street roadway, the boundary adjustment would include an 
undeveloped triangle- shaped piece of land east of 66 Street and northwest of the existing 
municipal boundary. The small piece of land cannot be developed due to restrictions from 
the Department of National Defence, which limits the height of any structure in this location. 
Should the annexation application proceed, the City of Edmonton will assume the operation 
and maintenance of 66 Street.

Why does Edmonton need to annex land?
There are three different reasons why a municipality would annex land: 

• to expand its boundaries to accommodate future growth
• to relocate fragmented land parcels that may result from natural or highway boundaries
• to solve a development problem or provide services that are mutually agreed upon 

What is meant by “negotiating in good faith”? 
Negotiating in good faith is the honest intent to negotiate without taking an unfair 
advantage, even when some legal technicality is not fulfilled. The intent is to achieve a 
“win-win” for each municipality and for landowners.

How will Edmonton’s proposed annexations affect Sturgeon County?  
Sturgeon County will not have to maintain that portion of 66 Street north of the Anthony 
Henday that will be used to access the Edmonton Energy Technology Park.


