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LOCAL IMPROVEMENT PROCESS
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What is a Local Improvement?
• A local improvement is a construction project

undertaken near or adjacent to your property.

• A project City Council considers of greater benefit to
an area of the municipality than to the municipality as
a whole. 

• A project to be paid for in whole or in part by a Local
Improvement tax. 
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Types of Local Improvement
In your neighbourhood:

• Sidewalk reconstruction (50-50 cost share)
• Decorative streetlights (100 per cent) 

Other Local Improvements:
• Curb crossing
• Alley lighting
• Streetscaping
• Alley renewal (reconstruction or resurfacing)
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Neighbourhoods 
with Sidewalk 
Local Improvement
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50/50 Cost Share for Sidewalks
• 2013 Local Improvement sidewalk rates:

• $181.29/m (one-time payment)
• $12.78/m (yearly rate over 

20 years)

• A typical 50 ft. (15.24 m) frontage would cost:
• $2,762.86 (one-time payment)
• $194.77 (yearly rate over 20 years)
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Local Improvement Notices
Package includes:

• Invitation

• Notice
• Petition Form
• Affidavit of Execution
• Local Improvement Project Map
• Neighbourhood Renewal Brochure
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Local Improvement Petition
Package includes:

• Invitation

• Notice
• Petition Form
• Affidavit of Execution
• Local Improvement Project Map
• Neighbourhood Renewal Brochure
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Affidavit of Execution
Package includes:

• Invitation

• Notice
• Petition Form
• Affidavit of Execution
• Local Improvement Project Map
• Neighbourhood Renewal Brochure



51

Assessment Length: Frontage
• Frontage assessable length is the shorter side of the lot
• The orientation of the house does not impact the 

frontage calculation
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Assessment Length: Pie-shaped or 
Odd-shaped Lots

For odd-shaped lots, local 
improvement will be assessed 
as: 

(front + rear dimension)
2

Note: this average may not be more 
than two times the front parcel 
dimension.
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Decorative Streetlight Cost
• Argyll decorative pole selection:

• Black Powder Coated Poles

• 2013 Local Improvement decorative streetlight rates:
• $10.34/m (one-time payment)
• $0.87/m (yearly rate over 15 years)

• A typical 50 ft. (15.24m) frontage would cost:
• $157.58 (one-time payment)
• $13.26 (yearly rate over 15 years)
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Decorative Streetlight Local 
Improvement Outcomes
• Project not supported 

(>50% petitions received)
• City will pay 100% of cost to rebuild 

lighting to current standards. 

• Project supported 
(<50% petitions received)

• Property owners will pay 100% of the cost 
to install decorative streetlights. 
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Decorative Streetlights
• Entire neighbourhood is considered one project

• Must have the majority of property owners to defeat the
local improvement for decorative streetlights
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Local Improvement Process
• City prepares Local Improvement Plan
• Notices sent to owners

• Bylaw prepared

• 30-day petition period
• Bylaw passed by City Council
• Construction
• Local Improvement Tax Levy
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More Information

Contact: General Local Improvements
(Virgilio Mendoza, CET / Melinda Durand, CET)

Phone: (780) 944-7663

Email: NeighbourhoodRenewal@edmonton.ca

Website: www.edmonton.ca/LocalImprovements


