
Litter FAQs  

1. Who litters?  

Despite stereotypes as to who litters, research on litter behaviour is unable to 
prove a link between littering and social and economic status, or confirm the 
common belief that young people litter the most.  

 
2. What is the motivation to litter?  

Most studies indicate that littering is a result of laziness combined with lack of 
pride in the environment. Almost everyone has littered at one time or another. 
Teens might feel they litter accidentally when they toss something at a garbage 
container and they miss. Adults have often thrown things out of car windows 
(cigarette butts, gum, and food wrappers).  

 
3. What are the general attitudes towards littering?  

Adults feel that litter can have a huge negative impact on their city, affecting 
tourism, economic development, and resident attitudes toward their city. While 
teens indicate few concerns about litter, some also state that litter can have a 
negative impact on their city’s image. 

 
 
4. Where is litter most prevalent?  

 Fast food outlets    
 Bus stops  
 LRT terminals  
 Schools and playgrounds  
 Sports fields/sporting events  
 Back alleys  
 Downtown parking lots 



5. What are the most common sorts of litter?  

People can litter intentionally or unintentionally. However, teens say they are 
more likely to litter intentionally, as it is a common behaviour amongst their 
peers.  
 
Items might include the following objects:  

 Fast food wrappers  
 Coffee cups  
 Pop cans  
 Juice boxes  
 Liquor bottles  
 Cigarette butts  
 Newspapers  
 Flyers  
 Gum 

Every spring, cleanup groups find large items too, such as car parts, tires, 
shopping carts, bicycles, furniture and even construction debris in our river valley 
and parks.  

Any item, large or small, that is improperly discarded is deemed litter.  
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