
EDMONTON DEMOGRAPHIC UPDATE  

 

 

 

 

A report released earli-

er this year, 2015 An-

nual Growth Monitor-

ing Report  documents 

the recent changes in 

Edmonton’s built envi-

ronment and demogra-

phy.  This discussion 

extends the demo-

graphic background by 

adding detail on migra-

tion and recent up-

dates from Statistics 

Canada. Edmonton’s 

population has grown 

very rapidly in recent 

years. Between 2001 

and 2014 the Edmon-

ton CMA had a much 

higher growth rate 

(2.5%) than all the ten 

largest CMA’s except 

Calgary. The City of Ed-
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City of Edmonton 

Household growth is 

also high over this pe-

riod at 2.3% (nearly 

93,000), and has led 

to strong demand for 

housing and addition-

al municipal infra-

structure and ser-

vices.  
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Cities and regions 

population changes in 

response to natural 

increase (births minus 

deaths) and net 

migration (inmigration 

minus outmigration). 

Edmonton has had 

periods of very rapid 

growth when both 

natural increase and net 

migration levels were 

high.  This happened 

through the 1950s, the 

1960s and from the mid-

2000s. Demographic 

data for net migration 

and natural increase is 

more available at the 

level of the census 

metropolitan area (CMA) 

rather than the 

municipal level and will 

be used for much of this 

discussion. Natural 

increase has been at high 

levels for the past 

decade helped by 

Edmonton’s young age 

profile. However, it is net 

migration that has been 

the largest contributor to 

the sharply higher levels 

of population increase in 

recent years. 
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Net migration for 

Edmonton is com-

prised of three 

components: in-

ternational, inter-

provincial and in-

traprovincial.  In-

ternational net 

migration over 

the last 13 years 

has ranged from 

27% to 81% of to-

tal net migration.  In absolute terms international net migration has increased five

-fold since the early 2000s, rising from nearly 3,500 annually between 2002 and 

2004 to 15,500 annually between 2012 and 2014. Similarly, interprovincial net 

migration has increased from 3,300 annually to just over 11,600 in the same peri-

od. Intraprovincial net migration levels have been more constant. 
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The age profile of inmigrants is 

very young consisting mostly of 

adults in their 20s and early 30s.  

This age group has high rates of 

household formation and fertility 

and has contributed strongly to 

high levels of housing demand in 

Edmonton.  

Demographic projections 

indicate continuing high 

population growth with ac-

companying demand for 

housing and services.  For 

about the last ten years, net 

migration has contributed 

by far, the largest share of 

population growth.  Net mi-

gration is variable though 

and changes quickly in re-

sponse to economic condi-

tions.  
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Net migration num-

bers are released first 

at the provincial level 

and then at the CMA 

level. The data for Al-

berta shows that net 

migration is down 

sharply in 2015. Ed-

monton’s net migra-

tion will also be lower 

for 2015. Projections 

of population often 

incorporate different 

economic growth as-

sumptions which have 

the greatest impact on 

net migration. The ac-

companying graph 

shows a projection of 

population growth for 

the City of Edmonton.  


