THE WAY WE

SLATCHFORD
REDEVELOPMENT

Redevelopment
named “Blatchford”

The mayor who helped put Edmonton in Canadian aviation history books is being OftheOfJ’ofgd
honoured. The redevelopment of the City Centre Airport will be named Blatchford, after
Kenneth Blatchford. P20

Blatchford served as Edmonton’s Mayor from 1924 to 1926. He played a vital role in making Edmonton
home to the first municipally run airfield in Canada in 1926.
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“As Mayor, Mr. Blatchford saw the great potential that Edmonton had as a city, said Mayor Stephen
Mandel. “The Blatchford redevelopment will be known world-wide for its innovation, and it’s fitting that
it bears the name of one of Edmonton’s great visionaries”

City administration put “Blatchford” forward as the name after the community stakeholder committee
recommended it as the new name for the developmennt. The City’s Naming Committee approved
the recommendation. “The name Blatchford
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honours a chapter in our city’s
history, and it is important we
acknowledge our city’s history
in this project, said Mark
7 Hall, Executive Director
Mr. Kenneth Blatchford strongly believed air 1 “ F\R&T for the Blatchford
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such as the park,
Blatchford served as alderman for the City of roadways and

Edmonton from 1922 to 1923, then was elected ;R()l)l(”\‘l;' : plazas, will
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Farm so that it could become an airfield. In 1926, S e ol elements
the City spent $400 to clear trees from the field, take
shape.

and the airfield officially opened January 8, 1927.

Before serving on city council, Blatchford was a man
of many interests and talents. In his younger days he
was a popular wrestler at the Opera House on Jasper
Avenue, and a self-taught artist. He first made a living
selling American newspapers and periodicals, then
became a mill operator during the Klondike gold rush
before moving to work at the Edmonton Power Plant
after the rush. His last profession before running for
council was as an insurance broker.
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Blatchford felt his own story of starting with little
means, and working to become Mayor, mirrored
Edmonton’s own potential. “l venture to predict, if we
could all return in 30 years, we should find a scene

of progress beyond our most extreme imaginings,” he said
at the time.
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Latest project City moving ahead with acquiring interests
developments

> The Area Redevelopment Plan
received final approval from City Council
onMay 16, 2012.

Perkins + Will continues to advance the
redevelopment’s Master Plan, which should be
completed early 2013.

Stantec was selected from the Requests for
Proposal to do the preliminary and detailed
engineering work, which started in November (2012).

The project team is now working on the Blatchford
brand and marketing plan.

“We are absolutely committed to

Great access to green spaces treating all parties fairly, said Hall.

—————————————— Residents with
direct park access

- 93 % of people within
a 2 minute walk of a park

7 % of people within
a 5 minute walk of a park

Park areas

10 minute walking radius
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Meet Mark Hall

“ In mid-October, Mark Hall
1927 joined the Blatchford
redevelopment team as the
new Executive Director.

also marked Canada’s
60th birthday.
Festivities included — o o, .
a parade down Jasper ThlS.pl’OJec.t is so unique, says'HalI, who adds it's the
project’s vision that excites him.“Blatchford is about
being different in a better way, and I'm looking
forward to the challenge of integrating all of the
goals this project aims to achieve!

Avenue (pictured)”
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g His career has been dedicated to shaping
NE & CO.Ltd : : communities. As a planner, Hall's worked
on transportation, suburban land use, and
downtown plans. As an Edmontonian
8.} e committed to living in a mature
. e STAN . neighbourhood, he’s also aware of the
A ENE & CO.LTD. % fli&.;\‘\ 2 ’ unique challenges that come with

developing Edmonton’s older areas.
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“We want to take what we learn in
Blatchford and use it as a model
for other developments. This
is a tremendous opportunity
and I'm excited about how
Blatchford will shape our
city, Hall says.
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Phil Sande, who was

Executive Director
st ' until his two-year
: iy secondment recently

ended, remains on the
project teamin his
new role as Manager,
Real Estate.

| Connected
Request a presentation

Are you interested in learning more about
Blatchford? Request a presentation for your
community group, office team or association by
emailing Blatchford@edmonton.ca.



